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Cobb’s Slavery.” 


We have, by the politeness of its 

author, received a yolume of 172 pages, 

12mo. entitled Scriptural Exam- 
ination of the Institution of Slavery in 
‘the United States, with its Objects and 
‘Purposes.”’ It is written and published 
by Hon. Howztt Coss, late U.S. Sen- 
ator from Georgia, but at this time 
‘Secretary of the Treasury in the Cabi- 
net of President Buchanan. Mr. Cozs|*~ 
. being a practical slaveholder, will, we 


trust, be acknowledged good authority 


on the whole subject by our “ safe 

” brethren. | 
-. If. the author had instituted his ex- 
amination of the “peculiar institution”. 
from the political eminence at which he| 


has arrived, we should not have pre-| 


“sumed to notice his book, inasmuch as 
‘it would render us Shabscfots’ to the 
“anathemas of those who have assumed | 
‘to themselves the guardianship of’ the! 


‘church against the baleful effects of 


“political preaching. book be- 


-gural examination of the institution of 

‘slavery in the United States,” and con- 

sequently comes legitimately within the 
23 


us, however, dlaims to be a “‘serip-| 


|jnrisdiction of all who profess to advo- 
|cate Bible christianity. From the pre- 
face we make the following extract: 


‘© The Bible our authority. We 
have been directed, in the execution of 
the more important portions of our un- 
dertaking, by the Bible; that is our 
sole authority for many things which 
we have written in this volume. Men 
may and will question, controvert, and 
mar thing of human ori 

agree with their authors. 
as hey think p 


Proper 
Bible speaks there is an end to contro- 
versy and discussion: our daty then. 
becomes very simple; it is—to be-si- 


llent—to listen—to understand—to. 


obey: for this authority no man may 


question or disregard. 

“Mutation is stamped upon every 
jthing in nature, and every thing of 
human origin, There is nothing im- 
mutable in * this world, but one thing ; 
that is the Bible—it never changes : 
amidst the endless and unceasing 
‘change occurring, the Bible continues 
unchangeable. e the sun,.the preat 
centre of the solar system, the Bible 
maintains one position, reducing to or- 
der and quiet the confusion of the moral 
universe. Our adoration is demanded 
as we see the wonderful Book of God 
adapting its lessons of instruction to 
each passing event, as if they had been 
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prepared exclusively for that. Let 
changes occur as they may—let the as- 
pect of society be what it will—let the 
conduct of individuals assume never 
so strange and uncommon a character, 
the Bible meets all with a distinctness 
and’ particularity neither to be mista- 
ken nor misunderstood—commanding 
what ought to be done, and forbiddin 
what ought not to be done, in each 
particular case; at the same time leav- 
ing man to act as he will: hence, 
man’s responsibility. In all this we 
see reflected forth the divinity of the 
Bible. 
“The Bible is one word; it teaches 
that the Godhead is composed of three 
persons; namely, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost; hence the Bible 
consists of three parts; or more prop- 
erly, of three revelations, or dispensa- 
tions; that istosay, 1. The revelation 
of the Father: under this dispensation 
the precepts of religion were made 
known, and most of the prophecies 
delivered. 2. The revelation of the 
Son :. under this dis ion, the pre- 
cepts revealed under the dis ion 
of the Father were amplified, the proph- 
ecies fulfilled, and the stringency of 
many rules relaxed. 3. The revela- 
tion of the Holy Ghost: under this 
dispensation, the precepts and prophe- 
cies revealed under the dispensation of 
the Father, and amplified and fulfilled 
under the dispensation of the Son, 
were spiritualized, of these dis- 
-pensations had its ministry and its or- 
dinances, or form of worship, to wit: 
under the dispensation of the Father, 
priests were the ministers ; at the head 
of this ministry was the high-priest. 
‘Under the dispensation of the Son, 
aposiles were the ministers; at the 
hhead of this ministry was our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Under the dispensation 
of the Holy Ghost preachers are the 
‘ministers ;.at the head of this ministry 
stands St. Panl. So with the ordinan- 
ces under the dispensation of the Fath- 


‘in the Ohurch. These three 
‘one grand and glorious scheme of sal- 


instituted in the Church. Under the 
dispensation of the Son, baptism was 
observed in connection with circum- 


‘cision. After the resurrection of our 


Lord, He commanded that circumcis- 
ion should be dropped ; or rather, that 
baptism alone shonld be continued: 
under ‘this dispensation, too, the pas- 
sover was chan into the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper; in which man- 
ner these ordinances are now er 

rm 


vation. 


‘Slavery was established in the 
Chureh under the first dis ion, 
or the ra a pu of the Father, and 
recognized and regulated under all the 


dispensations.”’ 


| The foregoing, although containing 


several abstract truths, is, when taken 
as a whole, one of the most be-fogged 
and unintelligible dissertations on the 
Bible we have ever seen. It is, how- 
ever, just the kind of theology upon 
which to build a pro-slavery church, 
and we commend it to the especial at- 
tention of our non-agitation, slavery- 
apologizing brethren as just the kind 
of jargon of which they stand in need. 
| They should roll it under their tongues 
as a sweet morsel. After mystifying 
the plain, palpable divisions of the Bi- 
ble as our author has done, you might 
build upon it slavery, or any thing else. 

That the revelation of God to man, 
as contained in the Bible, recognizes 
“three dispensations,”’ is abundantly 
evident, but that they are based on the 
dogma of Trinitarianism, is not quite 
so clear. God has spoken to man up- 
der the patriarchal, the Jewish, and 
the christian dispensations, but in all, 
the design was the same—to direct their 


circumcision and the paasover were, 


attention to the Messiah, the Christ; 
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the Savior of the world. In each, faith 
in that Savior and obedience to the 
commands enjoined in them respective- 
ly, was the condition upon which his 
favor could be secured, while practical 
philanthropy towards all his creatures 
is enjoined to secure a continuance of 
his approbation. The great principle 
under every dispensation is love to God 
and our fellow man. | 

~ The statement that “‘ slavery was es- 
tablished under the first dispensation, 
and recognized and regulated under the 


others,” is' just as destitute of evidence’ 


in the Bible as that “ baptism” was 
continued in the place of “‘circumcis- 
ion” or the “Lord’s Supper” in the 


another extract: 


“Slavery of the Church. The sys- 
tem of slavery established in the 
‘Church protects the life of the slave 


the master. The law says: ‘And 
man smite his servant or his maid with 
a.rod, and he die under his hand, | he 
shall be surely punished; notwith- 
standing, if he continue a day or two, 
he shall not be punished, for he is his 
money.’ The punishment .to be in- 
flicted, in case the slave died under his 
master’s hand was death. The law 
continues; ‘at the hand of every man’s’ 
brother will I require the life of man, 
Whoseo sheddeth man’s: blood, by man 
,8hall his. blood. be shed ; for in, the im- 
.age.of God made He man.’ It is, easy 
to, see, therefore, that every system of 
slavery which does not forbid the mas: 
ter taking the life of a slave, or using’ 
cruelty toward him, and which does 


place of the “passover.” We give 


and French systems while they existed. 
The fact that the English system of 
African slavery did not. protect.the life 
of the slave.was one.of the most p 
tent reasons brought forward by Eng- 
lish abolitionists while urging emanci- 
pation. 

“We assert, and we shall prove, that 
the system of slavery in the United 
‘States, in every feature and in every 
particular of every feature, is essen- 
tially the same as the system author- 
ized by the Bible, and introduced into 
the church at the time of its organiza- 
‘tion, and continued to the present day. 
The Bible does not employ the .term 
slave, but the more significant term 
servant. Servant is the correct term 
with us; it should be used instéad of 
the harsher term slave, which is neither 
expressive or true. In this work, how- 
ever, we have used the term slave, 
simply for conyenience sake, and. in 
conformity to custom.” 


| In reference. to the first .part .of the 


against the cruelty or wantonness of|foregoing we have only to say that our 


friend has passed judgment against the 
very institution he is endeavoring to 
defend. Whateyer.coloring to the idea 
that the life.and, person of the slave is 
protected. against the ‘‘cruelty and wan- 
jtonness of the master,’ may be found 
in some of the statute books -of .the 
slave States, it is evident to every one 
(and especially to our.author,) that such 


laws, even where they do, to some ex- 


‘tent, exist, must of mecessity prove a 
nullity,.and remain only as.adead letter. 


The .law which universally obtains 


the South, prohibiting a colored. man 


|from testifying im any case against a 


not properly punish the crime when|white man, as .effectually places the 


committed, is an abuse of the Divine 
establishment. Buch were the systems 
of the Roman and Grecian States ;' 
and such, perhaps, were ‘the 


slave at the mercy of his master. as 


though. there were. no statutes on the 


subject. As far as the law is concern- 


tom, | 


ed, the master is a perfect despot. “In 


> 


¥ 
| 
. | 
| 
| 
| 
rm 
¥ 
“a5 
| 
3. 
| 
| 
| 
4 | 
| 
4 
| gS 
€ 
>. 
| a 
4 


356 Cnristian MAGazine. 


the absence of white witnesses he can} The unblushing effrontery with which 
‘maim, bruise, beat, and-even kill his}our friend asserts that ‘‘ the system of 
slave with perfect impunity, and what/| slavery in the United States in every 
‘aggravates the case, is the fact that the| feature and in every particular of every 
irresponsible power of the master is| feature, is essentially the same as the 
frequently delegated to an overseer, al-jsystem authorized by the Bible,” is 
ways destitute of, the only restraining| only equaled by its conformity to the 
influence upon the master, the property| facts in the case. For the benefit of 
‘consideration, and usually in the super-| Mr. Cogs, and the whole school of 
lative degree demoniac. To parade|slavery-apologizing religionists,. we 
the regulations securing the rights to| will notice a few discrepancies in their 
servants under the Mosaic economy as/ fancied parallellism. Of course we do 
& portraiture of the protection guaran- not recognize the correctness of our 
teed to the Southern slave, is not only} author’s assertion that God introduced 
‘ridiculous, but an example of hypoc-| slavery into the first dispensation, and 
risy, that we ought not to expect from| continued it through the second into 
one professing an intimate acquaint-|the third. On the contrary, the only 
ance with the Bible. The slave in the| servitude authorized by Him, and sanc- 
South has no more means of redress| tioned in the Bible, is the servitude 
‘secured to him by the ‘law than the| regulated by the law of Moses under 
’ horse with which he toils. Should he|the Jewish dispensation. Let us ex- 
sue for redress of grievances, his judge| amine then whether that servitude is 
is a slaveholder, his jurors are slave-|‘‘ in every particular of every feature’’ 
holders, and his witnesses are slave-| the same as Southern slavery. 
holders, and as a matter of necessity, In the first place, the Jewish servi- 
-Toust usually be members of his mas- tude was limited in its duration. The 
ter’s family, if not his near relatives, | sabbatical year or seventh year release 
for it is only such that commonly are} made provision for the liberation of all 
witnesses of the treatment which the| those servants in whose veins flowed 
slaves receive at the hands of the mas-| Jewish blood, and the year of. jubilee 
ter. If perchance there should be aj extended the same blessed boon to 
‘Northern apologist for slavery on the those who had been purchased from 
premises at the time the slave is being the heathen nations around. How does 
ernelly beaten, he is not allowed to} American slavery correspond with it 
-witness the revolting spectacle, but| in this respect? *No provision is made 
‘“igsnugly housed in the well furnished| for the liberation of the slave. The 
parlor, or faring sumptuously at the| servitude is in all cases perpetual, as 
lurury-laden table of the slaveholder ; | far 
; | hi, | Cermed. ven wno in 
near ‘relation of children, grand-chil- 
ty of a system which | dren, 
ws,,and nieces, to the mas- 
‘bestows 80’ much comfort upon’ those| ter nephews, aod: 
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A second “feature” in the Jewish 
servitude is that it did not. interfere 
with the constitution of marriage, nor 
destroy ‘the relation of husband and 
wife, and parent and child. How 


servants bought of the heathen round 
about were concerned. From the moral 
degradation of idolatry they were 
brought into the Mosaic economy, 


does Southern slavery agree with it\where they were taught the proper 


in this respect? As far as the slave is 
concerned, the sacredness of these re- 
lations is entirely destroyed. The 
husband and wife, the parent and 
child, are torn from each other with 
the utmost impunity. The slave wife, 
or maiden is held solely at the mercy 
of the master, and is made subservient 
to the gratification of the unbridled 
lust of himself and his sons. Indeed 
the whole social relation is to the slave 
a nullity. The husband and wife have 
no legal right to each other, and parents 
can claim no guardianship over their 
children. In this respect it is not only 
contrary to the servitude of the Jews, 
but it is in direct violation of the fan- 
damental law of God relative to man’s 
social condition. Upon the sacredness 
and inviolability of the matrimonial 
relation, the great Creator of the uni- 
verse has suspended the prosperity and 
sacred well-being of the human race. 
‘Therefore shall a man leave his fath- 
er and his mother, and shall cleave un- 
to his wife, and they shall be one 
flesh,” is the edict of Jehovah upon 
which the whole social superstructure 
is founded; consequently any system 
of servitude conflicting with it cannot 
have the divine sanction. 

Again—the law regulating the Jew- 
ish servitude, made provision for the 
religious instruction of the servants. 
They were in this respect on a perfect 
equality with their masters. In fact, 
this seems to have been one leading 


worship of the one trfe and living 
God: How does this “feature” cor- 
respond with friend Coss’s system? 
‘What guaranty has'the poor slave in 
Georgia, or in any other slave State, 
that’ he will be taught the religion 
of the Bible? The slaves of the South 
are, in this respect, as in all others; en- 
tirely at the mercy of the master. ‘The 


but on the contrary, throws every ob- 


proyement. Not only legal enact- 
ments against their being taught to 
read the Bible are in existence, but the 
public sentiment of the slaveholders is 
in unison with the statutes. While the 
letter and spirit of Jewish servitude 
was the enlightenment of the servant; 
and the security of his personal rights; 
the spirit and letter of Southern slavery 
is the debasement of the slave, and the 
establishment of absolute authority on 
the part of the master. It is true that 


religious privileges and instruction 
granted the slaves, but it is in viola- 
tion of law, rather than in compliance 
with it, and in most instances, amounts 
only to a recital of those Scriptures 
‘supposed to enjoin implicit, uncondi- 
tional submission of the slave to the 
master. The spirit of the New Testa- 


love; the even-handed principles of 
justice and equity therein contained, 


are never made known to them. The 


‘object of it, especially as far as the’ 


law makes no provision in their favor, 


stacle in the way of their mental im- _ 


in some instances there is a show of | 


ment; the great fundamental law of - 
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doctrine that ‘‘Asye would that others 
should do to,you, do ye: even so unto 
them,” and kindred Scriptures are con-, 
sidered altogether too abstruse for the 
intellect of the slave. In short, slave- 
holding professors have intelligence 
enough to know that the whole teach- 
ing of the Bible is incompatible with 
their system of oppression, and there- 
fore they sedulously endeavor to keep 
them ignorant of its teachings. 

Again—servants under the Jewish 
economy were not chattels. They were 
as fully recognized as persons as were 
the masters. They. were not transfer- 
rable. While the Jewish ritual made 
provision for the purchase of servants, 
both of their own brethren, and of the 
heathen around about, yet there is no 
provision made, no authority given by 
which the Jewish master could sell 
his servant, or as merchandise transfer 
him to a third person. Take away this 
feature,” the chattel property in the 
slave, from Southern slavery, and you 
rob it of its vitality. It is the very 
soul of the institution. To sustain it; 
the man must be reduced to a thing, 
and must, to all intents and purposes, 
be regarded as other property. 

We might extend our list of specifi- 
cations, proving that in every essential 
‘‘feature”’ the servitude of the Jewish 
economy was diametrically opposite to 
slavery as established and practised in 
our Southern States. But we have 
given enough to establish that fact, and 
to show the utter fallacy of our friend’s 
assertions. Of thespecifications we have 
made, some of them comprise the very 
essentials of slavery, and if taken away 
itcould not survive long enough to bring 
round a sabbatical year. Does not. 


Mr. Coss know that to apply to South- 
ern slavery the essential features of the _ 
Mosaic servitude, would be virtually 
to abolish it? Suppose that in Georgia, 
or any other of the slave States, that 
every soventh year all the slaves who 
are the children of free, white, male 
American citizens should go out. free, 
and’ that every fiftieth year a jubilee 
should be proclaimed for the release of 
the purely African slaves, and those 
others of the American blood who from 
conjugal or fraternal considerations had 
been constrained to remain over the 
sabbatical year, how much would slave 
property depreciate in value? But 
suppose we add to this the other regu- 
lations we have noticed, and that sys- 
tem which is now threatening to de- 
stroy our free institutions, both civil 
and religious, would soon be among 
the things that were! Abolish the 
chattel principle, restore to the slave 
his manhood, restore to him the insti- 
tution of marriage, educate him morally 
and intellectually, and he ceases to be 
a slave! 


We will now give another extract 
from our friend Cosp’s book: 


** Abolitionists. There are persons in 
the northern section of the Union, who, 
having no — conception of the in- 
stitution of slavery, seek to destroy it: 
these persons are denominated Aboli- 
tionists. Amongst these ns there 
exists many shades of difference: 1. 
The freesoiler—this character, who will 
not admit that he is an abolitionist in 
the proper sense of the term, professes 
that he does not wish to disturb slave- 
ry where it exists, but opposes the en- 
largement of its area. 2. The condi- 
tional emancipationist—he professes 
that he would be satisfied if the south 


would pass acts of emancipation, al 
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though such acts might extend’ through |s 
- many years. 3. Lhe unconditional 
emancipationist—he demands that acts 
of emancipation should be pester abol-. 
ishing the institution of slavery forth- 
4. The amalgamationist — he 
demands that slavery should be abol- 
ished immediately — that there should 
be a division of pro with the eman- 
cipated slaves and an amalgamation 
with the whites. It is a matter of per- 
fect indifference to us, to which of these 
phases individuals may be attached ; 
for we care not whether, in their folly, 
they be mild or rabid. 

“A bolitioniam i is not a political ques- 
tion; tt is a religious delusion;. hence, 
the political adjustments of e ques- 
tion have, in the end, all failed to ac- 
complish their object. These: adjust- 
ments have only resulted in causing 
abolitionism to assume some new as- 
Beet to turn its mischievous tenden- 

es in some newdirection. The clear- 
ors most comprehensive and conclusive 
ents of anti-abolitionists, have |sa 
lost their force, when addressed to abo- 
litionists. 

“This delusion may be distinctly 

teachers; by them 


is now being, taught to 
the pepe It is a fact n which 
well with pleasure, that many 


elton of religion in the northern 
States, have never been under the in- 
fluence of this delusion. These cannot 
agree to prostitute their high and holy 
to such por 
es] news tors sec- 
ular and religions, fond of filthy lucre, 
have contributed largely to inflame the 
minds of the uninformed; thereby de- 
grading the liberty of the oe roy 
robbing it of its wet 
Corrupt politicians, too, the ew of 
all, have made this delusion subser- 
vient to their schemes of ambition. 
Honest and honorable politicians, they | 
who would not stoop to expedients so 
low, have been turned out of office and 


sent into private life. These are some 
of the workings of abolitionism. 

‘It is impossible to conceive the 
amount of mischief abolitionism has 
done, and is seeking to do. Its broad 
slimetrace is to be seen in every direc- 

tion. It invades the sanctuary of law, 
and strikes the balance from the hand 
of justice; it tramples upon the con- 
stitution; it repudiates the Bible; it 


living God; it sports with every thing 
holy and sacred; it commits murder; 
it has far in destroying the 
comity between the States; it now 
menaces the integrity of the Union 
itself! This! capers: we trust, is as 
far as it will be allowed, by the patriot- 
ism of the people to progress. spirit 
so emphatically devilish! demands that 
every patriot in the land should make 
haste to put it down. | 
‘We address one word to abolitionists 
not so far gone in their madness as to 
be i ble of appreciating what we 
‘oa ean: ‘And now I say unto 
yon u, Refrain from these men (slave- 
olders), and let them alone, for if this 
council, or this. work, (slavery) be of 
men (simply human), it will come to 
nought: but if it be of God (as we shall 
show it is), ye cannot overthrow it; 
lest, haply, ye (abolitionists) be found 
even to fight against God.’ We know 
that the foregoing quotation is froma 
source not much, if at all, Ney end by 
abolitidnists : yet we think the advice 
it contains good, and that it ought to 
.|be observed. Whether it be followed 
or not, however, is matter of perlect 
indifference to us.” 


We give this lengthy extract not so 
much for the purpose of criticism, as 
.|to show the style of our author, and 
the light in which the anti-slavery 
movement is looked upon by distin- 
guished men in the South. It shows 
that the ‘‘as much opposed to slavery 


las anybody, but,” class, find no more 


has rended asunder the church of the 
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favor in. the sight of our Southern cot- 
tonocracy, than the out and out’’ abo- 
litionist. Poor encouragement, one 
would think,’ for our cringing, syco- 
phantic, slavery-apologizing brethren 
in the North. According to Secretary 
Coss, ‘‘ it is matter of perfect indiffer- 
ence” how much or how little anti- 
slavery feeling one may possess, he is 
alike obnoxious to the anathemas of 
these modern ‘‘ patriarchs.” 

There is one point to which we wish 
to call especial attention. Mr. Coss 
testifies that ‘‘ abolitionism is not a po- 
litical question!”’ If this announce- 
ment could have been made twelve 
months sooner, it would have saved 
some of our brethren much anxiety for 
the purity of the church. The holy 
horror which they manifested at what 
they pleased to denominate ‘ political 
preaching,”’ might all have been dis- 
pensed with, had they known that the 
abolition of slavery was not a “ politi- 
cal question.” Even the discovery of 
that famous island called ‘‘The Safe 
(Jround,’’ which lately reared its head 
in the agitated waters of moral inves- 
tigation, might not have been looked 
upon as the ‘El Dorado ” for the ‘‘fear- 
ful” and donbting of every grade, 
whether found north or south of ‘* Ma- 
son and Dixon.’ Be it remembered 
_ then, that we have the highest pro- 
slavery authority that “ abolitionism is 
not a political question,” and conse- 
quently it can be spoken of in the 
pulpit without constituting that much 
abhorred thing called ‘‘political preach- 
img.” 
In classifying those opposed to slave- 
ry, our author mentions *‘ The amalga- 
mationist.”” We presume he was about 


as badly befogged as when he 
ed to divide the Bible into the dispen- 
sations of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit. Every intelligent amalga- 
mationist would certainly prefer slave- 
ry to abolitionism, for just in the-ratio 
in which you abolish slavery you also 
abolish amalgdmation. Take from the 
slaveholder his absolute and irrespon- 
sible control over his human chattel— 
restore to the slave the institution of 
marriage with its safeguards and pro-— 
tections, and amalgamation would be 
numbered among the things that are 
past. Where are the foot-prints of 
amalgamation to be traced out in all 


‘their naked hideousness? Let the 


thousands of slaves in whose veins 
flows the blood of the masters, answer ! 

The description he gives of the mis- 
chievous effects of abolitionism, would 
be true to the letter if applied to slave- 
ry, and it is only after reading the ex- 
tract on theology which we have before 
given, that we can at all conceive it 
possible for him to make a statement 
so utterly at variance with the facts in 
the case. It is literally true of slavery 
but not of abolitionism, that “it in- 
vades the sanctuary of law and strikes. 
the balance from the hand of justice.” 
Its influence is seen not only in the 
slave States, but also in the free States. 
Every enactment which disgraces our 
Northern statute books, denying even- 
handed justice alike both to the black 
man and the white man, was put there 
at the bidding of the pro-slavery power. 
The whole slave code of the Sonth is a 
verification of the same truth. But we 
have in the decisicn of\the Supreme 


Court in the late ‘* Dred \Scott’’ case, 
the strongest and most mournful evi- 
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dence that. slavery influence ‘* invades 
the sanctuary” of the highest judicial 
tribunal of the United States. Where 
and when has abolitionismstricken “the 

balance from the hand of justice?” 
Echo answers “When? and where?’ 
Does not the slavery power ‘‘repu- 
diate the Bible”? It persists in de- 
priving of their natural rights a portion 
of the human family whom an inspired 
apostle has told us ‘‘God made of one 
blood,’ and for whom our blessed Sa- 
vior “tasted death,” in violation of 
those great principles of even-handed 
justice and universal love, which the 
Bible so clearly and unequivocally in- 
culeates. It compels preachers who 
are ambitious for its favors, to distort 
the plain teaching of the Bible so as to 
recognize a system of cruelty and op- 
pression so directly at variance with. 
the common sense of mankind, that 
just in proportion as they succeed in 
making intelligent people believe their 
assertions, they also make them infi- 
dels. If there is any class of men who: 
‘repudiate the Bible,” it is the slave-. 
holding church member and his north- 
ern apologist. On the other hand, 
abolitionism is founded on the great 
law of love laid down in both the Old 
and New Testaments; its action is the 
practical philanthropy of the Bible, 
having for its object not only the slave 
but the slaveholder, and especially the 
poor degraded white man in their midst, 
who by both the master and slave is 
looked upon with a contempt unmin- 
gled with pity. Abolish slavery, and 
the condition of all classes will be 
greatly ameliorated, religion magnified, 
and the Bible venerated. 


Another charge against abolitionism : 


that it “‘commits murder;”’ but 
while our author fails to back up his» 
assertions by facts, they will hardly 
make much impression upon the reader. 
But is it not true of slavery? Does | 
not the institution of American slavery 7; 
stand before the civilized world, with» 5) 
its hands crimson with innocent blood? 
From the victims of unbridled passion: | 
and irresponsible power, who have died | 
in the cotton field and rice swamp}: 


from the blood of a martyred Lovejoy; ss 
from the bleaching bones and unaveng- 
ed blood of the murdered thousands si 
who have become its victims on the 3 
of 


once peaceful plains of Kansas ; let the 
answer come forth! Instead of being fK 
the murderer, the man who opposed. a) 
slavery and sympathized with suffering 
humanity has ever been the victim, 
and his blood, like that of *‘Abel,’’ is 
now crying to Heaven to be avenged. Bt 
“Tt has rended asunder the church 
of tie living God.” This is, perhaps, 
the gravest of all the charges brought 
against abolitionism. To thwart the 
efforts of the law to dispense justice ; 
to repudiate the Bible, and to be guilty 
of murder, are certainly crimes saffi- 
ciently heinous in the sight of God 
and men; but to divide His church, to.’ 
‘rend asunder” that heaven-ordained’ 
organization which the great Jehovah’ 
in his infinite mercy has introduced to 
dry the tears and assuage the woes of 
a sin-cursed world, and to prepare his 
fallen creature man for eternal felicity 
beyond the grave, is infinitely worse 
than any or all of the former. But as 
we haye shown that it was slaveryand | 
not abolitionism. that has been guilty 
of the former, so it is in reference to 
the last. Ifin any instance those who 
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were truly members of the ‘‘ church of 
the living God,’ lively stones in his 
spiritual temple, have been alienated 
and the ties of brotherly kisidness sun- 
dered, it has been the legitimate result 
of practical slaveholding, or slavery- 
apologizing by church members. Who 
ever thought of charging the temper- 
ance advocates with dividing thechurch! 
and’ yet: they are as obnoxious to the 
charge as abolitionists! The one la- 
bors to put’ down intemperance and to 
keep out-of the church drunkards; the 
other endeavors to do away with op- 
pression, and to exclude from the priv- 
ilege of becoming members of the 
church those who persist in depriving 
their brother-man of his earnings, his 
family, his Bible, and his right to de- 
mean himself in. accordance with its 
dictates. If a congregation is divided 
on the discussion of the temperance. 
qmestion, it is whisky and not the ad- 
vocacy of temperance that is account- 
able; and if agitating the morality of 
holding slaves should offend any one 
in the church, it is slavery and not its: 
discussion that should be held respon-. 
sible. The ‘‘church of the living God ” 
is, made up of those who have faith in 
His Son and yield obedience to His. 
authority, and practise the morality 
which he taught in his own person and 
through his apostles. Those who are 
really members of such a church, will 
never be offended at any honest endea- 
vor to abolish slavery in the State, and 
more especially from the church—the 
members of which should be patterns 
of brotherly kindness and universal 
philanthropy. “Whatsoever you would 
that others should do to you, do ye 
even so to them; for this is the law 


thought 


furnished 


I.—What Officers had the Primitive 
II.—Were they set apart by the Im- 

(CONTINUED FRoM P. 332.) 

In the 6th chapter of Hebrews, ist 
and 2d verses, the apostle Paul says— 
‘‘ Therefore, leaving the principles of 
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 


unto perfection; not laying again the 
foundation of repentance tro 


m dead 
works, and of faith toward God.” Of 
the doctrine of baptisms, and of the 
laying on of hands, and of the resur- 
rection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment. This too is often cited in 
support of divine authority for the 
practice of laying on of hands in con- 
stituting church officers. Very little 
ht. to satisfy any onc that 
this text no proof whatever. 
The apostle had no such subject as the 
organization of churches before his 
mind. He was a community 
of believers—a ch already 
ized—upon the subject of the ec- 
tion of the christian character. ‘That 
he might the more forcibly impress the 
duty of se: pe upon his Hebrew 
brethren, Paul tells them not to stop, 
and lay again the foundation—nor to 
cavil or contend about it further, but 
to re it as sure and permanent, 
having all confidence therein. That he 
might not be misunderstood, the A pos- 
tle mentions the foundation principles 
about which the Hebrews were, doubt- 
less, contending—all of which he de- 
sired they should regard as fully settled 
and established in their hearts, that 
they might, without embarrassment, go — 
on to perfection. Paul’s idea may 
illustrated thus: An architect has 
sketched the outline of a fine edifice, 
ific instructions as 
to how the foundation shall be laid. 
But the mechanic, no sooner than he 
has completed the foundation, stops 
work, and to contending about 


and the prophets.”’ J. B. 


goes 
ithe sufficiency of the foundation, and 
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doubts its strength to support | the mag- : 
nificent superstructure hesitation 
is noticed by the draughtsman,.and he 
at once s to remove the waver- 
ing and doubting from the mechanic’s 
mind—warmly and feelingly—encour- 
ages and persuades him to have all 
confidence in the stability of the foun- 
dation—delicately placing himself with 
the mechanic, he says ‘‘ et us go on— 
let. us raise up the building, bone 
adorn, and perfect it, until its 

attracts the notice, and commands the 
approbation of the most skillful.” 


In this sense Paul says (1) Let us| 
not again lay the foundation of re- 
pentance from dead works. "This is 
the same as if he had said, You changed}! 
your minds by your conversion to 
Ohrist. So you must change your 
lives ; do not stop at this and sin again, 
for if you do, you may have to lay the 
foundation over again. 


(2) “And faith toward God ”’—that 
is, + should not allow yourselves to 
ae uestion your faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ; but you should 
this as fited and settled, requiring no 
further proof, being so fully and deeply 
imbedded in your hearts as to never be 
pulled out, or to reqnire any further 
confirmation. 


(3) Of the doctrine of baptisms. We 
have heard much difference of opinion 
as to the meaning of this word bap- 
tism. Like every other plain matter 
wae has been much de , it has 

vox’ much obscured, Most of 

no differ as to its 
import. In our opinion, however, Paul 
could not have made himself any more | _- 
easily understood if he had said, Give 
yourselves no more trouble about bap- 
tism, because it is simply the ceremo- |} 
nial rite or ordinance which Christ saw 
proper to ordain, by which you obtained 
ittance into the church, being once 
administered, should not be again re- 


peated. 


| with what. they 


is the communication of sporitual gifts, 
or the power to work miracles. These 
were uniformly communicated’ by 
e imposition of the Apostles’ hands. 
Paul was clearly understoed by the 
lan he but no better if 
he said—And of the power to 
work miracles. The power to work 
miracles may be ed as the main 
foundation u 
our faith in Christ, and that this power 
was from on high. Without full be: 
lief that the apostles worked miracles: 
by commission and inspiration from 
dod, no man ever was or ever can be a 
genuine christian. The Hebrews had 
seen the o n of the divine power. 
in the working of miracion by the <a 

ing on of the apos iu hone 

ought to be contented 
satisfied, and not demand their repeti- 

tion for if they were we 

not be, though the same were daily re- 
. Yet we see some endeavori 

to prove by this text that hands 

be imposed in constituting church of-. 
ficers, thus the laying on of 
hands upon the skull of a church offi- 
cer one of the foundation principles of 
our holy religion, Out upon such folly ! 
We have heard it ed in the same 
breath that the imposition of hands 


dation principles of christianity—clas- 
sing the same in ce with the 
resurrection of the dead, and eternal 
judgment; but that hands should never 
be laid on ‘suddenly—not until the sub- 
Jock of the had obtained much 


lence—acquired a good character 
18 apt to teach—and after the con- 
gregation has made great advancement, 
thus imposing h as the finishing 


stroke or cap sheaf. In their almost 
superhuman mode of reasoning, they 
have the satisfaction and exquisite fe- 


licity of using their foundation prinei- 


ple in topping out—being necessary, and 
essenti too, in their opin- 


(4) And of laying on of hands, that 


y necessary 
ion, to the good order and decency of 


n which we predicate. 
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the body that this much of the founda-|the commion mind by the simple read- 
tion should be put on the top. —-—si ing, 18 to prevail. hatever my be 

We have 80 little respect for the} the true meaning of this text, one thing 
opinions of those who introduce this!/is certain—the idea of the laying on 
text in support of the laying on of|of hands in church organization has 
hands in church organization, that we| never yet been conveyed to the mass of 
can hardly refrain from an indulgence| readers from this text, as we are able 
in a slight touch of the ridiculous,|to find. While some contend that to 
mingled with some severity, especially| refer the text to ordination is the only 
when they say they do so conscien-| proper view, others with an equal 
tiously. The Universalist, Atheist, In-/amount of learning, as zealously main- 
fidel, and Modern Spiritualist, has a/tain that it refers to the laying on of 
conscience for which I have about as| hands in healin g the sick. They e 
much respect. Conscience has got to be} that the phraseology is the same as 
80 base a villain, and so arrant a liar of|in Mark, 5: 23, ‘I pray thee come 
late, that we begin to distrust him, es-| and lay thy hands on her, that she may 
pecially when we find him as in this! be healed; and she shall live.” Also, 
case, even daring to wrest the Scrip-| 15: 16, *‘ They shall lay their hands on 
tures of eternal truth to reach clerical) the sick, and they shall recover.” 
dominion. | _ Another view is that it refers to ab- 

‘The 22d verse of the 5th chapter of} solution, or to church discipline. It is 
Ist Timothy: ‘“ Lay hands suddenly on| urged that the language corresponds 
no man, neither be partaker of other! with that in the 19th verse of the 20th 
men’s sins; keep thyself pure,” is con-| chapter of Luke, ‘‘ The same hour... . 
fidently relied upon as establishing the| sought to lay hands on him.’’ And in 
practice of laying on of hands in church} the 12th verse of the 21st chapter it is 
organization, and we confess it gives| said, ‘‘ But before all these, they shall . 
more color’ for the doctrine than any|lay their hands on you, and persecute | 
other text we ever heard brought in|you.” This is surely far more reason- 
support thereof. Yet we think it dnght! able than to refer it to ordination. In 
not to be so confidently used;'when it} thinking over this passage, the mind 
is well known that the most ¢minent! almost voluntarily runs in about this 
divines that have ever the sacred|/channel: In the 20th verse Paul had 
desk, have entertained very different] said, Them that sin, rebuke before 
views of its meaning. — | all;” and in the next verse he says to 

It should be further remembered that| Timothy, ‘‘I charge thee before 
the mass of common readers would|and the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
never think of applying this text to) elect angels, that thou observe these 
church organization. It does not make} things, doing nothing by iality.”” 
any such impression upon the great} Timothy being thus solemnly 
body of common Bible readers, and|to rebuke them that sin, Paul, for fear 
after all is said, we think it must be|that Timothy might act too hastily, 
admitted the impression the reading of| says, immediately in the next sentence, 
the Bible makes upon the mind of the} ‘‘ Lay hands suddenly on no man—do 
mass of readers, is generally the| not be too harsh and hasty, neither be 
commentary which can be found ;| partaker of other men’s sins ;’’ do not 
yet we know this is not always the case,| connive at their sins. However, if the 
and in a few instances we can more| case is a clear one, and you have acted 
safely rely upon the learned. But when} pradently and cautiously, do not fail to 
the foneneil disagree, as in this case,| cause proper discipline to be meted ont. 
then the meaning which is conveyed to} We cannot see how those who refer 


— 


‘ 


this text to ordination, can.ayoid the 
force of this view. . | 
What sin was it, pray tell. us, the 


were guilty of, whom Paul did not wis 
hands laid suddenly on. It cannot be 
a sin for an unqualified n to wish 


to be ordained an elder or a minister, 
especially if he should think himself 
qualified, for this is to desire a good 
work. Yet it is clear that they were 
guilty of some serious sin, or otherwise: 
imothy could not with them. 
If it was not the sin of desiring 
then it must be conceded it referred. to 
some transgression of precept, which 
if Timothy connived at, overlooked, 
and failed to cause the church to cen- 
sure the delinquents for, he would be 
partaking of their sin. How natural 
and easy is it for the mind to pass over 
sage, satisfactorily arriving at 
this idea that the sense requires us to 
say it means simply this: Neither 
punish rashly nor rigidly, nor do you 
neglect to bring offenders to account, 
in @ firm though prudent manner. 
There is another view which may be 
rded as more correct than any 
other, it is briefly this: Paul being at 
Ephesus, wished to travel into Mace- 


Cilice, | great 


oversight, or to place in 


who would, though he desired them for 
a holy purpose, not such stability 
roperly. is view is strong 
Paul’s letter to Titus, 
1: 5, ** For this cause left I thee in 
Crete, that thou shouldst set in order 
the things that are wanting, and ordain 
elders in every city, as 1 had appointed 
thee.”? There were a hundred cities 
in Crete, in all of which Titus was to 
ordain elders ; and we hear none of that 
caution given to him which was 
to Timothy. ‘he reason is obvions; 
the appointment of elders was not re- 
garded as so liable to abuse and conse- 
ont injury, if an improper person 
iritual gifts sho co u 
This text een eet it was not 
the - ice Of the apostles to impose 
hands upon church officers, as the 
learned all agree that the Bible mean- 
ing of the word ordain does not mean 
to set apart by the imposition of hands ; 
it only means ,fo constitute or give the 
ition. The 
sense is clearly seen by looking to the 
22d verse of the 1st chapter of Acts. 


donia, and he left Timothy at Ephesus} Where the word ordained is used, it 


as his agent, to act in all things for 
him. hen one acts as agent for 
another he must be clothed with such 
power as will enable him to act as fully 
as his superior could if he were present. 
Whatever then Paul desired Timothy 
to do, he doubtless gave him sufficient 
errs to perform. Paul donbtless gave 

imothy a general agency to act for him 
in all matters touching the church. 
Among the various duties which this 
power included, was the ability to com- 
municate spiritual gifts, which could 
not be done otherwise than by the im- 
position of hands. It was these im- 
portant gifts which Timothy was to be 
80 cautious about communicating ; for, 
if he should impart them to one who | 
desired them for an unworthy purpose, | 


comes from the Greek genesthar—be 
made—designated or appointed; no 
rite was used, and none is referred to. 
The hundred and twenty chose or nom- 
inated the two, and the lot fell upon 
Matthias, and thus the ordination ser- 
vice ended... 
This is worth ten 
arguments; it is a plain and simp 
seriptural refatation of the whole doc- 
trine of the laying on of hands in 
choosing or constituting church officers. 
We find others contending that Titus 
was commanded to.ordain the elders— 
that the sole power was vested; in him 
—that the congregations had nothing to 
say in the matter. While this view is 
equally as respectable as that which re- 
fers bis instructions! to the laying on of 


he would partake of the sin; or toone| 


hands, yet it is narrow and. bigoted. 
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\All that is meant is, that Titus should | 
aivise the churches to choose them el- 
‘ders ‘in every city. This ‘is & common | 
mode of | ion, and used by most’ 


-elegant and finished writers. They 
represent him who counseled the body 
‘fo 


perform an action, as doing it ‘him- 
‘self, ‘All that ‘Paul means to say to 
‘Timothy is, advise, counsel, and in- 
stract the brethren to choose them el-| 
ders. ‘Yet some will contend and} 
‘stickle for the letter over the ‘spirit. | 


The New Testament writers speak in | 


hing rather ‘The Boil was light, 
the surface considerably broken, and in 
|}many places covered with small bonl- 

ders,’’ Occasionally, however, we pass- 

led over beautiful and. fertile skirts of 
prairie land. The road passes through 
several beautiful villages, among which 
are Adrian, Hillsdale, Cold-Water, and 
Sturges. In.conformity with the laws © 
}of monoply,.we were carried far beyond 
the usual hour of dining, to a station 


| 


‘no narrow channel. They are compre-fcalled “White Pigeon,” where the 


hensive, massive, compact, en 

‘and liberal, mever technical or evasive. 
‘Hence the: Episcopal notion, that selec- 
‘tion or ordination of officers belongs to 
as separate and distinct from 


New tament. Say what they will, 
Epincopacy and | to office by. 
the imposition of hands are twins; 
a eut one, and the other will sicken 
die. Press these sticklers for. 
pees on hands, and they will admit a 
mp ae Ask them who are} 
to the ands, and they will at | 
once tell you it must’ be done’ by an or-| 
dained evangelist—as such evangelist 
too. The bare idea that any class of| 
men, distinct, or in any wise 
from their position as lay members of: 
congregations, should perform an 
touching organization, smacks. of 
nd clerical domination, 
anti-Bible, anti-christian; and if:al- 
lowed to pursue its course, will commit 
again all those desolating ravages which 
the rule of clerical su acy has done 
in gone by, 
‘humble and pious have ever prayed to 
‘avert. But moreanon. Vv. 
Moblesville, 10, 1857. 


Wayside Sketches, No. 8. 
_ From Toledo we took the Sonthern 
Michigan and Northern Indiana Reil- 
road westward. ‘The country through 
‘which we passed, was, as a. general 


tions, has no foundation in the | 


and whieh the traly'| 


»}company have erected what they call a 
hotel, at which all “‘ through ’’ passen- 
We found, upon a black 
looking ‘table, minus a cloth, what 
| might possibly have been a second rate 
shilling dinner, for which they taxed us 


|half.a dollar. We advise all travellers 


‘who may have occasion -to travel that 
route, to provide themselves with a 
“lunch” of crackers and cheese, that 
they may avoid the bad fare and ex- 
| horbitant charges of “White Pigeon.” 
first appointment was at ‘‘Mish- 
jawaka,’’? where we found a meeting in 
[progress by our highly esteemed ‘and 
talented brother, Elder Wu. Lanz. We 
had the pleasure of meeting on Satur- 
day night and Lord’s Day a number of 
‘warm hearted brethren, who seemed to 
be enjoying their religion, and exerting 
a good influence on the community. 
On our first arrival we inquired for 
some of the brethren, but were directed 
to the residence of the Presbyterian 
minister, but we both soon discovered 
\the mistake, and our friend directed us 
to: where .we more cordial 
welcome, | 
Dag vie weit to 
“South Bend,” four miles further W est, 


‘ 
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where we addressed the brethren also 
on Monday night, but owing to.a severe 
snow storm, which continued the whole 
time of our stay, the audiences were 
not large. Mishawaka and South Bend | 
are both flourishing little towns, situ- 
ated on the St. lve river, and surround- 
ed by a pleasant country, part prairie, 
and part what is called ‘‘oak openings.”’ 
In the “openings” the soil is a light 
sandy loam, which never gets muddy 
like the unpaved .streets of our clay} . 
towns aud villages. While in North- 
ern Indiana, we learned that there had 
been one disastrous case of * political 
preaching ’’ there during the late Pres- 
idential canvass. We mention it not 
more as a warning to others than as an. 
evidence that the fears expressed by re- 
cent seribes and.sermonizers were not 
without foundation. 
_ It happened that a certain congrega- 
tion was without a preacher at their 
Lord’s Day meeting. The elder of the 
con ion feeling himeelf unpre- 
pared to edify the congregation on that 
occasion, he proposed that a young 
brother who was a good reader, should 


occupy the time in-reading a 


which he had with him, as published 
in the Christian Record, which had 


been delivered some months previous | 


by brother Shepherd, of New ‘York, 
before the Ohio State Miss. Board. In 


the course of the|reading, the expres- | 


sion ‘“‘the church of Christ is not a 


democracy,’’ occurred. By a slight: 
perversion, ‘‘Dame Rumer’ soomhad it 
that the discourse read declared that | 
there were “*no democrats in heaven,” 


and the result was, several of that po- | 
litical faith absented themsclves. from. 


back since, 
like preaching Campbellism,”’ is usnu- 
ally more in the hearers than in the 
speaker. In some communities a 
preacher could not.quote the Scriptures 
relative to baptism, although he might 
not add a sentence of his own, without 
|being called a ‘‘ Campbellite,” and in 


‘Bend, and on the Miehigan : Central 


«Political preaching,” 


others the most remote allusion to .hn- 
man liberty will raise the hue and ery 
of ** Abolitionism.”’ 

Onur next point was Buchanan, Mich, 

some fourteen miles north of South 


Railroad. I found a small buat flonr- 


ishing congregation, and the brethren 
almost universally on the side of uni- 


versal liberty. The village and snr- 
rounding country present quite an un- 
even surface, but, on the whole, have 


rather pleasing landscape. Like 
all of Southern Michigan we have seen, 


it is well watered, abounding in springs; 
lakes, and never failing creeks and riv- 
ulets. Fruit is also a much more cer- 
tain crop than in the latitude of Cin- 
cinnati. Strawberries, huckleberries, 
raspberries, and cranberries are indi- 
genous to the soil. ‘In common: with 
all the rest: of the. mighty North-west, 
Michigan is very destitute of preachers 
who are willing to preach the eld 
fashioned apostolic gospel. Laborers 
are greatly needed,:and from appear- 
ances, we judge the harvest is mow 
ready for the sickle. But a very small 
portion of the State is yet evangelized, 
and in most of the counties, towns, and 
villages, we have no. 
whatever. 

Taking the: ‘Michigan Central Rail- 
road,:we proceeded east to Donajiac,” 


the congregation, and have not ‘been: 


from whence we were carried to 
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“Wayne” by private conveyance, and 
after preaching two evenings to large 
‘and attentive congregations, we pur- 
“gued our course to “‘ Paw Paw,” where 


‘spent two days. The brethren have a 
(fine house situated in a good locality, 
and quite a number of excellent breth- 
ren, but at this time are suffering con- 


“we remained over Lord’s Day. At|siderably under a too lax system of 
‘both these points we found some excel- discipline. They seem not to have 
‘Tent brethren, and the whole commn- learned the plain teaching of the New 
“nity seemed anxious to hear the proc-|Testament in reference to that impor- 
lamation of the blessed gospel of Jesus |tant subject. Offences of a private na- 
Christ. At the latter point we found |ture between two brethren should never 
a few who, on the subject of “slavery |be made public until every effort is 
_ agitation,” were “fearful,” if indeed }made to effect a private reconcilation ; 
not “unbelieving.” They have im- but when the offence is public, there is 
bibed ‘the “sage” idea that the “safe|no way for the offending party to set 
ground” in reference'to the particular |himself right before the community ex- 
sin of oppression, is to say nothing |cept by a public confession and an ex- 
nS it, and to extend to those guilty | pressed determination to reform. To 
of it, our most cordial christian meow: ithe believing alien, repentance and 
ship. {baptism are the means through which 
Onur next point was Vandalia, situa- he obtains the pardon of his past sins, 
ted near “‘ Young’s prairie,” one of the | but to the backslider the means of re- 
most delightful prairies: we have ever | mission are confession and reformation. 
-seen. Thesoil is rich, and surrounded |The apostle John informs the brother- 
with a heavy growth of timber on thrée | hood that ‘‘ if any man sin, we have an 
sides, and on the south by a beautiful | advocate with the Father: J Ohrist 
lake. We have a flourishing congre-|the righteous ;’’ and that “if we con- 
gation who have built a very good meet-| fess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
ing house. They almost unanimously |forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
‘take Bible ground on the subject of}from all unrighteousness.” Although 
‘Slavery. We arrived there just as the|some of the brethren have not hereto- 
‘Methodist friends had closed a pro-|fore looked upon the anti-slavery move- 
tracted meeting, the consummating act|ment in & very favorable light, we 
“of which was to warn the new converts |found them /ideral, and willing ‘to in- 
against arguing on the subject of chris-| vestigate the subject. This is all we 
‘tianity with any of our brethren, and |jask. Only let the honest-hearted, dis- 
‘to observe religiously the stay-away |interested brethren, those who do not 
doetrine in reference to the meetings of |look through their bread and butter, 
| the christian congregation. Verily |and we have no fears as to the result. 
a “‘non-agitation’’ is the safeguard of|The moral question of slavery cannot 
| error, and a secure retreat for ‘those {stand the light of the Son of Right- 
| who are afflicted with moral cowardice. equantas:” as sevaleget in the word of 
From Vandalia we went: to Browns- | God. 
ville, some seven miles west; wherewe | » “Our wernt «Pipe. 
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stone,’’ about twenty-four miles north- 
west. The brethren carried us to Don- 
wajaic, which was about half way, where 
we expected to be met by some one to 
convey us on to our point of destina- 
tion. Owing, however, to a misappre- 
hension on our part as to the place of 
meeting, we found we either had to 
miss our appointment, or walk the bal- 
ance of the way. We chose the latter, 
but had no adequate conception of the 
magnitude of our contract. The length 
of the road was much less formidable 
than its depth. Indeed we have no 
language by which to describe the seven 
miles of it lying between our ‘‘ place 
of beginning’? and “Indian Lake.”’ 


Suffice it to say that it is only consid-| 


ered passable with a horse, when ried 
solid by the winter frost, and smooth 


by the deep covering of snow, both of 
which are usually found in that region 


about four months in the year. Wej thi 
succeeded however, in “making the ju 


connection,” although somewhat “ out. 
of time,” and had a very pleasant and 
we trust not unprofitable interview.|m 
The brethren are zealous and warm 
hearted, and although many of them 
are just settling new farms, they re- 
sponded liberally to our call on them 
to aid in sustaining the great principles 
for which we contend. After our Lord’s 
Day morning labors, we returned via 
Berrien to Buchanan. 
During our visit to Michigan, occn- 
pying the time from the first to the 
twentieth of April, we saw but three} 
clear days, and nearly all the balance} Slavery 
it snowed. We were informed, how- 
ever, that such weather was not usual 
in April, even there. The face of the 


greatly diversified. Heavy forests, oak 


openings, rich prairies, barren sand 
hills, cranberry marshes, lakes, and 
huckleberry swamps, alternate with 
surprising rapidity. Upon the whole, 
we consider it rather a desirable coun- 
try. The cause of Primitive Christi- 
anity is on the advance through the 
efforts of a few efficient laborers, but 
several more are greatly needed. The 
** Macedonian ery” is heard at every 
point, and it may truly be said in ref- 
erence to the whole State, ‘*The har- 
vest is great, but the laborers are few.”’ 
May the good Lord send to them a few 
faithful men to labor in that part of his 
moral vineyard. J. B. 


For the N. W. Christian Magasine. 
for Slavery—No. 1. 


Broruer Boaes: In all the impor- 
tant affairs of life and godliness, many 
are excused which cannot be 
ified. A man may offer an apology 
for what he does not himself approve : 
or, he may offer an apology for what 
others do not approve; or, again, he 


no erefore, receives none. 
To a@ vindication for that which 


all men justify, would be a work of 


su tion. The man who advo- 


that ‘“God has created all men free and 
equal,”’ will apologize 
thissentiment—no, not toaslaveholder. 
ensively apo 
iy. There are those who defend 
If honest in defence, 
eir jadgment approves the as. 
being intrinsically right and poor 
_ There are those who condemn slavery. 
If these are sincere in their. on, 


in‘ south-western Michigan is 


Oppositi 
‘shop dogned: ayatenh of 


offer an extenuation for what him- 
self and others mutually condemn. That ° 
which is approved by all men, needs. 


pereroga 
cates the doctrine of universal freedom, . 


to no man for 


| 
| 
| 
| 
. | 
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ry as being inherently wrong and sin- 


ful. Then there are those who s spenk 
and write apologies for slavery. These 
do not condemn the system, neither do 


pon justify the These, when 

pelled to speak, will say a little on 
ps mire then a little upon the other 
icy may direct. say 
ng on one side, they say 
ually hard upon the other 
side, so as to thie belligerents about} 
balanced. If t they should happen to 
condemn all the present systems of 
slavery, and declare them indefensible| ; 
from Algiers” to America,”’ they 
will, however, not forget to say that 
there was a slavery in olden time, that| . 
was right. That ‘“‘servitude recog- 
nized ” by Moses and Panl, ‘‘ admitted 
and etainall by both Old and New 
Testaments, was right—that is our po- 
sition.”’ But, as to slavery, that is a 
“‘worldly institution ;” let ‘‘politicians” 
‘reform the world, or, its worldly in- 
stitutions,’’— the Christian ministry 
has other work todo, Every man that 
was not ‘altogether born in sins,” or 
‘‘ blind,” must see the direction of this 
talk. 

Of the many apologies in our pos- 
session we shall give but one at present, 
and that, from a justly celebrated wri- 
ter of our own times. 


‘¢]T do maintain the position against 
all opposition, that both ‘ Bible’ and 
‘New Testament’ admit and sustain 
the relation of master and servant for 
life, or the relation of bond master and 
bond servant for life. This I have 
maintained, and do maintain,”’ ete. 
** But that anomalous maximum of all 
evils, moral, political, or religious, 
-ealled slavery, in Algiers, West Indies, 
Africa, Italy, or America, I never de- 
fended, an 80 long as the Bible lives, 
never can, and never will defend.” 

‘* It is the duty of the Christian min- 
istry to convert the world and edify the 
Ohurch, not to reform the world or its 


worldly institutions. This is the ap- 


work of political Franklins, 
gtons, Jeffersons, but not of 
Peter Paul, of —— or ——.”’ 


This is very plainly saying to the 
reader, ‘‘ I pray thee, have me excused,”’ 
and more, be thou, courteous reader; 
‘‘excused”’ likewise. But, before the 
‘searcher of hearts’’ we cannot ex- 
cuse’’ ourself, though the writer of the 

ve extract shoul discharge us from 


in this ptt contest 
for d humanity. It is evidently 
but an *fexcuse,” a leaf cover- 
ing, to hide himself not from the shame 


of a direct defence of American slavery, 
but to cover his disgrace for withhold- 
ing a omy of help for the removal of 
t nuisance to the State and to 
an hurch, to God and to man, by 
himself declared to be the “ maximum 
of all evils.”’ Perhaps the reference 
of this question to the ** political Frank- 
lins,”” may justify the author of this 
extract in saying, “hands off.” He 
may even think his position to Oe that 
of the most perfect neutrality. We 
impugn not his motives. Things may 
lie so near the confines of a line, that 
it may not be so my to decide on 
which side they are. But by a careful 
observation, we see the good man at 
least one step with all his apologizing 
friends on the opposite side, with an 
inclination of several degrees ne 
tg? If we have misjudged, his 
nguage has misled us. Why 
maintain,” and “continue to main- 
tain the position against all opposition, 
that both Bible and the New Testament 
admit and sustain the relation of mas- 
ter and servant for life’? The abo- 
lition of slavery does not need the main- 
tenance and defence of this position. 
And if this was = atonement in ad- 
vance, for the following sweepin 
wholesale denunciation — Bat chet 
anomalous maximum of all evils, called 
slavery,” ‘‘in America, I never de- 
fend , and so long as the Bible lives 
never can, and never will defend ;” 


'then, let me ask again, if you, dear 
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seignior, will favor me with a smile of | 
recognition as an humble inquirer ; 
what did you mean by placing your 
position and this condemnatory sen- 
tence, in the same and immediate con- 
nection 

It seems to us quite clear, if this was | 
to inflict a wound upon slavery, the 
healing ointment was prepared in ad- 
vance by the same hand. However 
good your intentions may have been, 
you missed your aim; like the man 
that went to law, gained his case, but 
lost his money. hy, sir, is the rela- 
tion of master and slave in the Roman 
and American sense so dissimilar, that 
you do and will ‘‘ maintain ” the for- 
mer, and condemn the latter? If Paul 
did admit and sustain Roman slavery, 
why would he not admit and sustain 
American slavery? Are the enormi- 
ties of American slavery so much great- 
er, that both yourself and an apostle 
would condemn this and smile upon 
that? Will American slaveholders be- 
lieve that they are more cruel to their 
slaves than Roman masters? They 
will not. Your ition, which you 
Bay is the position of the Bible, Old 
and New Testaments, of Moses and of 
Paul, that the relation of master and 
of servant was admitted and sustained 
for life, will be the slaveholder’s guar- 
any 3 this will be his text, and he 
will be his Own commentator. Only 
justify the relation, and he will get 
along with the details—‘‘no fear.” 
Call it the “*sum of all villanies,’’ 
or the ‘‘ maximum of all evils,”—these 
are only a. The fact is admit- 
ted—God admitted and sustained 
the relation under both institutions, 
and that is enough for us. 7 

To concede this is to concede all. 
This is to coneede all to slavery, that 
can be claimed by any Bible instita- 
tion. And after this admission in be- 
half of slavery, any reproachful lan- 
guage is not only inconsistent but ex- 

ing 


+ no 
thing) 


always 


written its own anathemas upon every 

ple that have practised it. It has 
eft its own bloody footprints upon 
every soil where it has existed. But, 
if the Bible does admit and sustain it, 
why offer any apology for it? Excuse 


the ways of to men? No—justify 
them. 
Every approach to slaveholders in 


the Church is vain, so long as the re- 
lation is ‘“‘ admitted and sustained ”’ by 
an appeal to the Bible. — | 
The essential element in the system 
is the property relation in man. So 
long as the pulpit and religious press 
will defend this, we don’t care who 
will legislate against the institution. 
Neither will it avail to dictate to the 
slaveholder what kind of treatment he 
should give to his slaves. A man has 
‘a right to do with his own as he pleases. 
Say to a man that is driving a stolen 
horse, Sir, yon should not whip that 
animal so cruelly ; you should feed him 
better and not overwork him as you 
do; and he may thank you for your 
advice, or he may not. But, say to 
bim, Sir, you are driving a stolen horse ; 
question his right of property; call 
upon him to make good his title, and 
he will hear you, for this is another 
matter. | 
If the author of Christianity ever al- 
lowed man to hold perty In man, 
he does so now; for, he has never re- 
vised his religion to suit the times. 
Therefore, all this talk about the apos- 


sustaining the relation of master and 
servant for life,” and then denouncing 
the system as an evil thing, is only like 
moving straws showing the direction 


of the wind. | 

The last part of this extract contains 
the most feasible and oft-repeated apol- 
ogy, namely—** The Churelt has noth- 
ing to do with slavery.” ‘It is the 
duty of the Christian. ministry to con- 
vert the world, and edify the Church— 
not to reform the world, or its worldly 


institutions. This is the appropriate 


tles of Jesus Christ ‘“‘admitting and 
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work of political Franklins,” etc. Here 
are three reasons. or rather excuses for 
non-interference ; these are the stereo- 
typed apologies. They were offered a 
ousand times before they appeared in 
the Millennial Harbinger for August, 
1854. In answering these we answer 
all. As great reliance is placed upon 
them, we shall be at some pains to ex- 
pose their fallacy. | 
ist. ‘* It is the duty of the Christian 
ministry to convert the world, and 
edify the Church.” 
2d. And negatively, ‘‘ Not to reform 
the world, or its worldly institutions.” 
8d. “*This is the appropriate work 
of political Franklins,’’ etc. 
all this there is so much obvious 
truth, that any objection would, at first 
sight, seem to be unreasonable if not 
invidious. But in its application to 
slavery and the ‘‘ Christian ministry,” 
so far as that ministry ‘‘admits’’ slave- 
ry into the Church, and ‘‘ sustains’ it 
when there, it is most fallacious, and 
an artful blending of truth with false- 
hood. That it 1s “‘the duty of the 
ministry to convert the world and edify 
the church, is true; but that the min- 
istry is doing this, is not true. Does 
the ‘‘ministry convert the world,” 
when it baptizes the slaveholder and 
slavery—brings both into the church 
to continue in the church, as they ex- 
isted in the world? Have such min-. 
isters made demands at the hands of 
such converted slaveholders, not made 
by the State?. What evidence do the 
slaveholders in our particular brother- 
hood give, that they are converted to 
Jesus Christ? 2 
Take them as a class, 


any respect as masters? ve they 
_ by their sympathy for these. sufferers, 
caused the world to take ‘‘ knowledge 
of them, that, they been with 
Jesus?’ Are they more friendly to 
the removal of this giant “‘ evil’’? Are 


they more forward to manumit " Do 
they make more effort to educate? 
Nay. They buy, they sell; they breed 


for the market, and manage busi- 
ness just as they did before they were 
converted, and just as other slavehold- 
ers do. Does that ministry which 
‘‘admits and sustains’’ such masters, 
edify the church? Build up the church 
in righteousness it not in 
Gath,” & 


But, 2d. ‘* Not to reform the world 
or its worldly institutions.” This is 
an invaluable admission. Slavery, 
then, belongs to the world, and is a 
‘worldly institution.’’ This is a fact, 
explain it as you may, but the text you 
gize for this wa cause en 
the morality of slavery is called into 
question, then is slavery ized by 
both ‘‘ Old and New Testaments ;” but 
when the church and ministry are called 
upon to act in behalf of the man-chattel, 
then is slavery a ‘‘ worldly institu- 
tion,”’ belonging to the ‘“‘world.”” Then 
the church abe her hands in inno- 
cency, and says Our ministry has noth- 
ing to do with this ‘‘maximum of all 
evils,”’—let the world’s’’ * political 
Franklins” ‘‘ reform its worldly insti- 
tutions.’’ We hope the writer will not 
again say that the relation of ‘‘ master 
and is of the Bible ’’—is of 
ven,” r having so unequivocally 
declared it to be oft men.” We have 
too much respect both for his person 
and the worthy position he has so long 
occupied, to desire him to appear in 
such unpleasant entanglements. 

We are sorry that we cannot, in all 
good conscience, refer slavery to the 
‘‘world and politicians.”’ It is true, 
slavery is a “worldly institution.”’ It 
is 80 by creation, but not by sustenta- 
tion. t the church is doing more 
for the of this. ‘*worldly insti- 
tution,’’ the »world, is hardly a 
debatable question. The church 
adopted this ‘‘wordly institution ;”’ she 


has taken it under her fostering care. 


= 
| 
hundred thousand slaves, we then ask 
have they distinguished themselves, 
have they made themselves 7 in 
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She has become its godfather. She 
calls this child of the *“* world ” a most 
holy offspring. Her ministers caress 
it, and her members rise up and call it 
blessed; not because this bastard is 
dither so beautiful or so lovely, but be- 
cause as Lamech said when Noah was 
born—“ This same shall comfort us 
concerning our work and the toil of 
our hands.’? Yes, the church is com- 
forted and enriched by its ministrations. 
By the fruit of its labor she builds meet- 
ing houses, colleges, and endows them 
liberally. Sends her missionaries abroad 
into far distant heathen lands, and to 
Jerusalem. And in fine, makes the 
church comfortable in her temporalities 
at home and respectable abroad, and 
enables her to accomplish her two fold 
mission—to ‘*‘correct the world,” and 
to “‘edify” herself. 3rd. If the church 
had not lusted after this ‘“‘worldly in- 
stitution,” —if she had left it in the 
world where it was originated, if she 
had not served herself of the gains of 
this institution, then might we say 


without the blush of shame, “ let the_| 


litical Franklins, Washingtons, and 
effersons,’’see to it. But, the church 
taken ‘worldly institution” 
into her pale—having equall ici- 
pated with the “*worl all 
and all its oppressions, she is as re- 
sponsible to the slave, to society, and 
to God, as the “world.” Nay, the 
church is doubly responsible, for she 
has admitted and availed herself of all 
the sanctions of law, and has super- 
added to these the weightier sanctions 
of Bible morality and religion. An 
American citizen is bound to slavery 
by the civil code only; but, if slavery 
is a Bible institution, as church slave- 
holders say, then are the church mem- 
bers tied to it by this additional and 
infinitely stronger cord. This accounts 
for the fact, that the church is holding 
on to slavery with a much stronger 
than the “world.” We have 
ound many conscientious fessors, 
who sincerely believed that the Bible 


ties practised by the majority of 
slavery taat never existed. These say, 
Correct the abuses, but they cannot op- 
pose the institution lest haply they 
should be found fighting even against 
God.” Allsuchareuninformed. Their 
‘‘watchmen’’ have not faithfully told 
them “‘what of the night.” They hear 
the cry, All is well; the night is calm, 
jand there is no evil in the city. They 
sleep soundly, and have many pleasant 
golden dreams. But, Oh, watch- 
men!! the watchmen! ! ! 
. That the church stands in the way 
of the political Franklins is a notorious 
fact, that cannot and should not be dis- 
sembled. For, first, when the Frank- 
lins have formed an issue upon this 
‘“‘worldly institution,” has the church 
taken sides with the Franklins who 
ledged themselves to do something 
for the reformation of this ‘* worldl 
institution”? Some of the churc 
members have, so have some who were’ 
not church members. As a class, there 
has been no perceptible difference be- 
tween them and others. Many have 
been the oceasions to bring the differ- 
ences to a fair practical test, if there 
was a difference. But among the 
‘‘Franklins’’ themselves, there have 
ever been some church members. Have 
these as a class of politicians, arrayed 
themselves on the side of reform. If 
any difference as a class, they have 
been on the other side, as the statistics 
will clearly show. How was it in our 
last Presidential contest. Ifthe voting 
members of the church had been, or a 
large majority, on the reformatory side, 
the result of that great national issue 
would have been quite different. When 
the States of Virginia and Kentucky 
revised their State Constitutions, then 
was an opportunity to develop the 
leanin of the world:and the church 
upon the- subject of reform. If the 
church members of those States had 


desired a reform, slavery would have 


sanctioned slavery—not all the cruel- 


American slaveholders, but a fancied — 
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been ‘‘ revised ”’ out of their State Con- 
stitutions. But there was no differ- 
ence between the church and the world, 
in these favorable opportunities to cast 
out the ‘*bond woman and her son.” 


. And on all and similar occasions, she 


has given her strong and decided ac- 
tion both through the press, her orators, 
and her vote, in favor of retaining and | 
extending this “‘worldly institution,” 
both within her own pale and the: 


world. And if the “political Frank-. 


lins’’ ever succeed in ‘“‘reforming”’ 
this ‘‘worldly institution,’ they must 
begin with the church. They must 
enter her precincts and doa work there, 
which her ministers refuse to do—wiill 
not do, and hitherto have hindered 
others from doing. ‘This is the ap- 
propriate work of political F ins,” 


ete. Oh! oh! oh! 


That the church is not equally re- 
bg but that she is wholly and 

lone responsible for the existence of 
apanty these United States, will ap- 
m the following facts. 

_ First. She has always, with a very 
small exception, prevented the discus- 
sion of this subject. She has persist- 
ently refused to ‘‘come to the li 


hence the world is better informed upon 
the rights and the wrongs of this great 
national controversy. The few minis- 
ters who have informed themselves 
upon the subject and are desirous to 
instruct others, are denounced as agi- 
tators, causing division by preaching 
a from the pulpit. y have 

menaced into silence, sooner than 
their standing and their 

ving. 


» Second. The church has, up to this 
hour, ignored the wrongs of the slave. 
She has meanly succumbed to a system 
of legal regulation, to deprive not only 
the slave but the free colored man from 
so much education as would enable him 
to read the name of his Oreator and 
Redeemer. She has given her vote for 
such lawgivers and laws; and many 


church members have aided in framin 
these laws and in executing them. if 
the church in mass had been opposed 
to these inhuman laws, she would have 
constituted a inst the world ; 
or rather, the ch and the anti-~ 
slavery portion of the world, both South 
and North, would have been one 

in this controversy. This would have 
been the dominant ; able to con- 
trol the legislation upon this subject ; 
and a different legislation might have 
put an end to American slavery ng 
ere now. The church has done her full 
and equal part, in framing the present 
slave system, and has done more than 
the world could do in sustaining it. 
She has verily taken advantage of her 
own wrong to support this bloody in- 
stitution, in that she requires an uncon- 
ditional submission to the ‘“ powers 
that be,” being herself a part of that 
“nower.’’? She requires of all her mem- 
bers under the pain of excommunica- 
tion, that they be law abiding citizens. 
And now the slaveholder lifts up his 
sanctimonious face and says, what shall 
Ido? If I manumit my slaves, th 
must immediately be removed, or 
must give large bail to the State for 
their good behavior and support. This 
Icannotincur. And the 
apologist says, That is a fact; and the 
demand to manumit is unreasonable 
and unchristian. But, who has im- 
posed these embarrassments upon man- 
umission? Did the world’s politicians 
do this without the consent of the 
church? Ifso, why does not the church 
ask for the removal of these restraints 
upon manumission? If the church felt 
aggrieved with this, she would call for 
legislative redress. But she is pleased 
to have it so. She hel to make it 
so. The church as well as the world 
knows what is essential to the continu- — 
ance of this ‘‘worldly institution.” The 
‘“‘ Franklins’ of the church know full 
well, that to open a door of manumis- 
sion to every slaveholder who from in- 
clination or moral consciousness might 
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be dis to manumit without “ let 
or be safe; that 
this would enda e perpetuity of 
the * institution.” A slight or 
change in legislation, often leads to 
great results. The removal of the re- 
straints im upon manumission, 
once led to mighty results in the Ro- 
man Empire, and this would again do 
the same in America. ‘‘Whatever re- 
straints of or forms, or numbers, 
had been formerly introduced to check 
the abuse of manumission, and the too 
rapid increase of vile and indigent Ro- 
mans, he (Justinian) finally abolished, 
and the spirit of his laws promoted the 
extinction of domestic servitude.”— 
Gibbon’s Rome, vol. iv., page 269. 
Under the light and benevolence of 
the gospel, the work of manumitting 
went on rapidly—like conversion. The 
Roman legislators became alarmed 
when they saw the State filling up with 
citizens, or ** freed slaves,’’ exalted to 
the honorable rank of citizenship. To 
prevent this increase of ‘‘ indigent Ro- 
mans,” their policy was to embarrass 
manumission; to impose ‘ restraints 
and checks’’ upon masters. This was 
wise. ‘* The children of this world are 
wise,’ whether members of the church 
or not, But “‘new Lords and new 
laws,” Justinian, a Christian Emperor, 
abolished these “restraints imposed 
upon manumission,’’ and itted 
masters to manumit withont incurring 
any responsibility ; he asked no secu- 
rity from them in behalf of the emanci- 
pated slaves. This change in the civil 
code, small as it would seem to have 
been, was the cause of abolishing slave- 
ry. ‘And the spirit of his laws pro- 
moted the extinction of domestic ser- 
vitude.” The *abolition’’ of these 
“restraints ” was like opening an aper- 
ture to a smouldering fire, or a channel 
to the pent waters of an ice-bound river. 
Christian sympathy was for a time “‘re- 
strained,” but not extinguished. Jus- 
tinian by this act gaye it vent—it leap- 


itself in the “‘extinction of domestic 
servitude,” (Roman slavery.) The in- 
fidel Gibbon awards the honor of this 
godlike achievement to the Church; 
and, the church in her more 


Christ-—for it was but the legitimate 
working of his benevolent spirit in the 
hearts of his children. : 

Until the church will make an effort 
to remove the hindrances to emancipa- 
tion—hindrances in of her own 


creation—we must her excuses 
as false and hypocritical. 
Third. There is no organization un- 


der Heaven, possessing the same facili- 
ties to give tone and direction to public 
sentiment, as is in the hands of the 
church. Nearly all the institutions of 
learning, from the primary department 
to the college proper, are under her 
control. The uates in science and 
literature, with but small exceptions, 
receive their diplomas from the hands 
of her ministers. If these high public 


functionaries had properly instructed 
men, the church 
might have sent forth a moral force 


this host of youn 


through this channel alone, sufficient 
to have removed this dark deep stain 
from her ents, and from the na- 
tion. But, nearly all our high schools 
in our 
to the slave power. The professors 
make their own impress upon their 
students, and these in upon the 
church and upon the world. Thus the 
church is turning one of the great sour- 
ces of influence into a pro-slavery chan- 
nel. For giving this direction to this 
mighty formative influence, the church 
is responsible, and God will hold her 
accountable in the day of reckoning. 
Fourth. The church can and is now 
wielding the greatest influence through 


the public press. In this instrumen- 


pena § for weal or for woe, she has no 
rival, But, how has she employed 
this efficient power? With a mere 

ental exception, she has employed 


ed to its utmost bounds; it glorified 


‘it in behalf of slavery. In our own 


a 
days, handed the glory back to Jesus 


great broad land, are pandering 
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brotherhood there is but one journal, so 
far as we know, that has opened its col- 
umins to discuss the merits and bearings | 
of this great national question. All the 
are engaged in a defence of 
slavery, or apologizing for it; or are 
“dumb dogs that will not bark.” §i- 
lence upon a question of general inter- 
est, is always upon the affirmative—so 
understood by all sensible men. For, 
none but idiots can be neutral in rd 
to a discussion as important as this— 
_ a discussion that is neither local or sec- 
tional, but affecting all, from the hill 
tops of Vermont to the rice swamps of 
Carolina. 

How few of our scribes are contribu- 
ting to this ine! and how few 
are supporting it by their subscriptions ! 
The mass of our brethren could not 
more definitely and emphatically say, 
if in convention assembled, that their 
sympathies are in favor of slavery; 

erefore, both our editors and patrons 
of the press have, either directly or in- 
directly, used this medium of commn- 
nication to build up and extend this 
‘worldly institution.” 

And, Fifth. The pulpit is after all 
the most powerful agency in forming 
and moulding the moral sentiment of 
anation. It is the heart, while the 
school and press are but the hands and 
feet. It is the vitalizing power of this 
department. Whatever the moral 
standard of the pulpit is, high or low, 
such will it be in the church and the 
world. Many will hear that will not 
read. To listen to a sermon on the 
Lord’s day, may cost nothing; to read 
a pamphlet or a book may cost money. 
The preacher speaks to the heart, the 
book to the eye. 

The Christian ministry as a class of 
orators, are by far the most numerous. 
They have the test access to the 
public ear.. The political preacher may 
give an occasional lecturc, neither can 
he enforce his doctrine by the same 
sanctions. The preacher of the gospel 
has his congregation at least twice per 


courses. 


re 
authority 
authority of God, by which to 
weight and importance to every 
they enjoin—it is not extravagant to 
say, that the Christian ministry could 


by some 
ministry 


Lord’s day, besides his occasional dis- 
aking the number of preach- 
ers, the many and comfortable meeting 
houses, their influence with the people, 
the respect with which their calling is 
ed the multitudes, and the 
of the Bible, which is but the 


hape the common mind on any moral 
estion as they please. They do cast 


u 
their auditors after a Calvinistic or an 


Arminian mould, just as the preacher 
himself happened to have been modeled 
ecological moulder. The 
has as many different doc- 
trinal models, as there are different 
models for ‘‘Cooking’’ and ‘ Parlor 
Stoves.” As the preacher’s creed hap- 
pens to be, such will be the impress 
upon the convert, even to every letter 
in the denominational name. This is 


just as it should be, provided only that 


these different models are divine, all 
prepared by the Holy Spirit, while it 
shows the power of the ministry over 
the world of mind. 

As it regards slavery, the great body 
of the ministry have but one mould— 
hence the sameness of impress. Their 
relations to i# are thesame. Their re- 

ive brotherhoods exist in all the 
States, North and South. These rela- 
tions have created a union of denomi- 
national interest. To dissolve these 
relations, is to sacrifice these party in- 
terests. These interests are not reli- 
gious interests, ‘‘themselves being 


judges ;”’ for, we are sure that the min- 


istry is not yet sufficiently steeped and 
saturated with secularism, as to sup- 

that the existence of slavery in 
the church is even auxiliary to purity 
of heart and holiness of life. The 
church, as well as the world, has its 
commercial, political, and educational 
interests; these are mutual in the same 


church or churches in the North and 
lin the South. ‘Then to these we add 


* 
+ 


Onristian MaAcazine. 377 


the denominational interest—they are; 
of the same faith and order. This 
makes another strand that unites the 
church to slavery. ‘‘ Our slavebolding 
brethren agree with us in all our theo- 
logical have adopted 
the same standard; they co-operate 
with us in our Tract, Missionary, and 
Bible Societies,”’ etc.; and as to their 
trafficking in “slaves and the souls of 
men,” we will make that a matter of 
forbearance ; yes, we will exercise that 
charity that “ thinketh no evil.”’ 
From influences of which the chureh 
may not have been fully conscious, she 
has failed to do what she should have 
done and might have done. She might 
have stamped a seal of reprobation 
upon American slavery, which the 
‘“‘world’s politicians’’ could not have 
removed. She could have created a 
public sentiment long ere this, that 
would have removed slavery by frater- 
nal and brotherly co-operation ; upon 
some plan of compensation, as we 
off a nuisance because we cannot 


afford to suffer its annoyance and in-| 


convenience longer. But, instead of 
doing this, she has “lengthened its 
cords and strengthened its stakes.” 
She has made God and the Lord Jesus 
shrine. She has 
aid the “‘law and the 1 upon its 
altar.” She has made Daeenkian and 
apostles. bow the knee and do it hom- 
age.” She has pledged to it her own 
sacred honor. She has taken it into 
the number of her sacramental host, 
and, by this last tribute of —— she 
has become the surety for all that is 
essential to its continuance, and the 
endorser for all its legitimate workings ; 
for if she will cultivate the tree she 
must accept the fruit, or else cut the 
tree down. 

The church has so identified her- 
self with this “worldly institution,” by 
commission and omission, by ways 
without number, that we cannot con- 
ceive of the one without the other. 


fore God, is more becoming her con- 
dition than indignation against abo- 
litionists.. And until she shall right 
her own, position, and step out of the 
way of the “ political Franklins, Wash- 
ingtons, and Jeffersons,”’ it comes with 
an ill from her ministers to refer 
a work to them, which they are striv- 
ing to prevent being done. 

eo the ‘world’s politicians 
should forcibly wrest this ‘worldly in- 
stitution ” from the church, how would 


the church feel, or rather how would 


the church look? This is st least a 
ible event, perhaps even probable. 
Would it not be infinitely better for 


the church to hand this ‘institution ” 
back to the “‘wérld,” with suitable ac- 
knowledgments and amends, than to 
have it taken from her bosom, having 
so ardently loved it and so long and so 
fondly cherished it. 


Jonas HaArrzet. 
Davenport, Iowa. 
Re-Baptism. 


The subject of Christian baptism, 
when viewed in the light of the New 
Testament, is so intimately eonnected 
‘with the remission of sins, that the 
more intelligent the professors of reli- 
gion become in the Scriptures, the 
more deeply are they interested in 
knowing that they have scripturally 
submitted to that institution. If the 
gospel had been always preached to 
mankind in its purity and simplicity, 
there never would have been any diffi- 
culty upon the subject, and professors 
of Christianity would not experience 
any uneasiness relative to the institu- 
tion. We have no idea that any per- 
sons who were immersed upon & confes- 
sion of their faith in the Lord Jesus, 
inte the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, for the remission 
of their sins, ever became dissatisfied 


Humility and unfeigned repentance be- 
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with their baptism, of had one: mo- 
ment’s uneasiness in reference to that 
action. But it unfortunately so hap- 
pens that the pyre fountain of gospel 
grace becomes polluted before it reaches 
the sinner, and by human inventions 
the institution of Christian baptism has 
been so adulterated and amended as to 
render it unmeaning, and to every in- 
telligent mind unsatisfactory. 

Infant sprinkling almost always fails 
to effect that for which baptism was 
designed, **the answer of a good con- 
science toward God,” if after they ar- 
rive at years of maturity the subject is 
ever investigated. But it not unfre- 
quently operates as a stumbling-block 
to its subjects, inasmuch as it prevents 
them from becoming obedient to the 
faith after they have learned the re- 
quirements of the New Testament on 

the subject. | 
_. Adults who have ignorantly submit- 
ted to one or other of the perversions 
of Christian baptism, by having a few 
drops of water either sprinkled or 
poured upon their foreheads, usually’ 
consider it of no value as soon as they 
progress in Bible knowledge sufiiciently 
to learn that no action can be baptism 
which does not represent a burial, and 
the only reason that keeps all such who 
are truly pious and honest in their pro- 
fessions, is the effect of prejudice and 
education upon their minds. They 
have been taught to look up to the 
teachings of their clergy with about 
the same superstitious reverence with 
which the Romanist looks upon his 
priest, and their word: is considered 
about as nearly infallible, however flatly 
it may contradict the letter of that vol- 


= (to venerate as the book of God. In- 
deed, the idea of a ‘‘re-baptism” never 
enters the minds of those who have 
been “‘sprinkled ”’ or poured ”’ either 
in infancy or maturity, for just as fast 
as ‘they learn the nature, design, and 
action of baptism, they learn that they 
have never in any sense of the word 
been baptized. 

It is, however, very different with 
those of our brotherhood who have 
come from the Baptists. Many of them 
have experienced much anxiety and 
solicitude on the subject. They were 
immersed upon a confession of their 
faith in the Lord Jesus, it is true, but 
they had no idea of the relation be- 
tween their baptism and the remission 
of their sins. On the contrary, they 
were wrought up to a point of enthu- 
siasm which caused, them to imagine 
that they enjoyed the remission of their 
sins previous to their baptism. The 
great question with them after they. 
become informed on the subject, and 
view it in the light of the divine 
volume, is whether they had sufficient 
intelligence in réference to it when 
they were baptized to render it valid, 
or whether they should be re-baptized 
the remission of their sins’’? 
That is in our judgment a question 
which all must decide for themselves. 
If the baptism fails to procure a good 
conscience before God in view of the 
whole teaching of the New Testa- 
ment, a re-baptism: should of course 
be submitted to by every one who can- 
not be satisfied that their former im- 
mersion was a valid baptism. In a 
very large majority of cases, however, 
we presume a re-baptism on the part 


ume which they are taught professedly |: 


of those who formerly belonged to the 
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Baptists, would not only be unnecessary 
but positively wrong. They have been: 
immersed upon @ confession of their 
faith in the Son of God, believing it to 
be a duty enjoined upon them by the 
great Head of the Ohurch, and although 
they did not realize the promise con- 
nected with it, still they have complied 
with the requisition of the great com- 
mission under which the apostles and 
primitive preachers acted in their pro- 
mulgation of the blessed gospel, “Go 
ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that, be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved, 
_ but he that believed not shall be damn- 

ed.” They have heard Jesus preached. 
They believed in him as a Savior, will- 
ing to save even tothe uttermost, They 
were baptized. Following the example 
of the Lord Jesus and the primitive 
Christians, they had been buried in the 
liquid wave, and although they did not 
realize that their baptism was for the 
remission of sins that were passed, still 
the promise of our Savior remained 
trne—‘‘ He that believeth and is bap- 
tized, shall be saved.” 

If the affections were changed—it 
the enmity of the heart was slain by 
the love of God manifested in the gos- 
pel—if the sins of a lifetime were sin- 
cerely repented of, and a reformation 
of life superinduced—if they ‘‘ obeyed 
from the heart” when they submitted 
to the institution—all was done on 
their part that could be done to render 
their baptism valid, and to secure to 
them the blessings consequent upon it, 
although those blessings were not at 
the time glearly discerned. It will 
rarely occur, we think, that immersion 
received at the time of uniting with 


the Baptists, need cause any uneasiness 


on the part of those who on becoming: 


better acquainted with the Scriptures 
have repudiated all human creeds and 
confessions of faith, and united on the 
Bible alone; for they “ believed ” and 
were ‘‘baptized,” and consequently 
were “saved” from their past sins, 
adopted into the family of God, made 
joint heirs of Christ, became component 
parts of his Church, where they could 
enjoy “‘the gift of the Holy Spirit,” 
and being Christians they were pre- 


through their Lord and Savior Jesus 
Ohrist. 
In the performance of our "duticnce as 


our faith ‘“‘courage, and knowledge, 
and temperance, and patience, and god- 
liness, and brotherly kindness; and char- 
ity,’ we do not fully realize the bles- 
sings that will accrue to us in the eter- 
nal world; butif we in honesty of heart 
endeavor to cultivate the Christian 
graces, and yield a heartfelt obedience 
to the authority of our Lord and Mas- 
ter, our failure to see the glory to which 
we are by “the exceeding great and 
precious promises” of the gospel invi- 
ted, will not hinder us from the full 
enjoyment of that glory which awaits 
the truly faithful. 

Suppose the father of a family should 
leave a specific command, that. his ten 
sons should spend each one year in 
gratuitous labor as teachers of the poor 
and the ignorant in their vicinity, and 
that he should make it the condition 
upon which they should inherit a large 
estate of which during. the lifetime) of 
the father they had no knowledge; 


suppose further that in the reading of 


pared to enjoy the hope of eternal life 


Christians, in our endeavor to add to 
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‘that will by the persons to whose hands 
it had been committed, so much inat- 
tention to its provisions should obtain 
as to leave the estate bequeathed to the 


_ sons, On the conditions mentioned, 


tirely out of sight, and that they com- 
plied with the condition—served each 
their year in the capacity specified, 
because they loved the memory of their 
kind father, and felt it to be their duty 
to obey his commands and carry out 
his wishes. Suppose, again, that after 
a part of them had complied with the 
condition, obeyed the command of the 
father, it should be ascertained that 
what they had simply considered a 
command was in reality a condition, 
upon the observance of which was sus- 
pended the heirship or inheritance of 
the vast estate, of the existence of which 
they had before been ignorant,—what 
would be the condition of those uf the 
sons who had previously complied with 
the condition? Would they not be en- 
titled to heirship just as much as those 
who served their year with a’direct ref- 
erence to the inheritance? Gould they 
ever have a doubt concerning the va- 
lidity and genuineness of their service, 
because they were ignorant of the bles- 
sings consequent upon that service? 
Most assuredly they would, to all in- 
tents and purposes, be heirs. to the in- 
heritance. They would riever entertain 
a doubt in reference to their labor, and 
consequently would never dream of 
doing the work over again, because 
they saw more clearly the blessings 
consequent upon being the legitimate 
children andheirs of their father. 

Our brethren who have come from 
the Baptists, submitted to the institu’ 
tion of baptism because they desired to 


J obey their heavenly Father ; they x ex- 
ercised faith in his Son, ead the very 
fact that they were willing to obey the 
Lord was evidence that their hearts 
were changed, and that they had refor- 
mation of life; consequently, they were 
just as really saved from their past sins 
as are those whose minds are enlight- 
ened on the subject before they are 


| baptized, and who are directed as An- 


nanias directed Paul, ‘‘ Arise, and be 
baptized and wash away thy sins, call- 
upon the name of the Lord.” 
a much better would it be, how 
much dis atietade would it save, how 
much joy and gladness would it promote 
if the pure and unsophisticated gospel in 
its facts, its commands, and its prom- 
ises, was every where preached instead 
of haman theories and the speculations 
of scholastic divines, Many who have 
spent days and ow in uneasiness and 
mourning, might have had continual 
rejoicing in the Lord and his precious 
romises. Instead of doubt thes might 
ave had assurance, and instead of oor 
pondency they might have had h 
and instead of a life-time of winter t “ 
would have enjoyed the blessedness of 
an ever-blooming as 
the trath nave you you 
A Christian. 


free indeed.” 

A Ohristian is not a mere nominal 
being. Far from it. He is a living 
moral entity—a divinity in vital min- 
lature; an object of highest in- 
terest to God, angels, men, and devils. 
He lives and moves in the elements of 
virtue, truth, and ri ht. His interest 


is the interest of his 2 ete. his Re- 


deemer, ~~ all ho He lives 
for the welfare of 
mankin or not for own pleasure. 


Religion, with him, is something more 
than | going to church, coming to com- 


munion and baptism, saying prayers, 
looking grave on Sunday, and living a 
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moral life. He feels that he isnot his 
own, that he is * ae with a price,”’ 
that all he is, and has, is now, and 
must forever be consecrated unto the 
service of his Lord and Master; and 
that day by day, and hour by honr, he 
must glorify Him who has saved him, 
with all the powers and faculties of his 
body and spirit, which are His. The 
bitter knowledge that he is a sinner 
before and against Heaven, has become 
with him a practical matter of an-, 
feigned sorrow and mourning. He has 
come to the blessed knowl of that 
saving truth, that there is with Jesus 
Christ ‘forgiveness of sins’’ and ‘“‘plen- 
teous redemption” for himself. While 
contemplating his own unworthiness 
and wretchedness, and the worthiness 
and willingness of the Savior, he is’ 
to say, and feelingly say, too, 
“thanks be unto God for his unspeak- 
able gift.” Look at such a man in all 
his movements, from day to day. His 
actions are those of a helper, a friend, 
a brother; and his words are words of 
instruction, of kindness, and of truth. 
W here sickness and sorrow linger, he is 
@ ministering angel there. Where the 
prisoner sighs and .groans, there he 
sighs and groans in sympathy. When 
the bondman lifts up his voice in an- 
guish and vexation, he is as if bound 
with him. He weeps with those who 
weep, and rejoices with those who re- 
joice. When the poor and needy call 
at his door for help, they are loaded 
with plenty, and sent joyfully away. 
He makes the “‘ widow’s heart to si 

for’ gladness, and the eyes and ears 

the fatherless daily load his name with 
blessings of gratitude. Nor does he 
wait till want clamors in his ears for 
favor, and points directly to her miser- 
able abode, but “the cause which” he 
knows “ not” he searches “‘out.”’ Thus 
he becomes “‘eyes to the blind,” ‘feet 
to the lame,” a defence to the innocent, 
and the suegorer of. the helpless. He 


is, to use @ strong expression, a second 


Such is the man who is not merely, » 


for the time being’ only, borne on @ 
flood of exciting circumstances in the 
way of goodness, or drawn temporarily, 

the sympathy of society, into the 
channel of right, but who has counted 


the cost of giving all for Christ; and — 


who reckons himself crucified ‘with 
Him. Such a one is, indeed, “un- 
known and yet well known.” Wicked 
men may despise his hope, and deride 
his faith and devotion, but they are 
compelled to admire his consistency and 
benevolence. 

And it was, doubtless, this view 
which caused our Lord to say, “let 


your light so shine before men, that’ 


they may see your works, and 
glorify your Father in Heaven.” For 
Nese men behold that which is lovely, 
it, is 
for the cause of its existence, and thus, 
finally, the grace of God is magnified. 

Do you despairingly ask if such a 
character as I have described, can be 
found on earth? Yes, blessed be God! 
I doubt not many such are movin 
among us, thongh in comparison wi 


the mass of mankind, or even pro-' 


fessing Christians among 
they are few. You do not know them 
now, not altogether. You cannot know 
them. yet, fully. The ‘sons of God” 
are not yet manifested. But you re- 

ize a few of them. Your Lord 
knows them; and in the “great day,” 
when He sits “on the throne of Hi 
flor, will say unto them, **Come, ye 
lessed of my 


tion of the world. For I was a hun- 


gored, and ye gave me meat; I was 
irsty, and ye gave me drink; I was 


a stranger, and ye took me in; riggs 


and ye clothed me; 1 was sick, 
ye visited me; I was in 
came unto me. Inasmu 
done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 


ison, and ye 


edition of the Redeemer himself! 


B. 


perfectly natural for them té seek. 


Ry 


ather, inherit the kKing- 
dom prepared for you from the founda-" ™ 


as ye have 
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Club Rates! | performed by Brother W. T. Horner of 
© By a reference to our Papepectus, published.on sec- | Summit county, Ohio, was not inflicted 
ond page of cover, our friendsiwill see that wé have | upon us in the style of many pulpit lec- 
greatly reduced the price of the Magazine to those | turers, Who seldom meddle, in their ser- 
who subseribe in large clubs. We do this not becanse|mons, either with politics or religion ; 
we think any person would consider it dear at the | for we had the gospel ‘‘so.spoken,”’ that 
_ regular price, nor because it canbe afforded for any}Many believed. May the hands and hearts 
» less,,especially while the present high price of all of r true men of God, be strengthened 
kinds of provisions continues. Bat wedo it to induce | in this work ! T. Mowxe tt. 
the brethren te exert themselves to raise large clubs | . 
in every congregation. There is scarcely a congre- New Lisbon, Is., April 17, 1857. — 
gation where the brethren are sufficiently enlightened; Brorner Bocas: At a meeting held in 
to take the Magazine at all, but what with a /i#le)Sajem, Randolph county, embracing the 
effort twenty or more subscribers might be obtained. | fifth Lord’s Day in March, seven were 
‘We feel confident the friends of an independent re-) added to the congregation in that place, 
ligious journal will act promptly in the matter, so that/ and the brethren and sisters appeared much 
personal supervision of the Magazine. Send in your} @n the evening of the 10th inst., we 
lists, brethren! Now is the timeto subscribe! We| commenced a meeting at’the little con- 
shall open a new mailing book for the next No. We|gregation located on Bear Creek, in the 
‘hope none of our old friends will allow their names|western part of Randolph county, and 
to be left off, but that they will accompany them with ccd until Monday evening, during 
“many new ones. Remember, the Magazine is no lon-| which time seven noble souls conf 
ri ger an experiment, but a fired fact! Those ‘‘preach-|the Savior, and were immersed, and one 
ing brethren” who have told the friends of the Mag-| united by letter; making eight additions 
azine that “they had no confidence in itscontinnance,” |to the congregation at that place. ; 
and its enemies that “nobody took it but a few hot-| On our return home, we delivered three 
headed Abolitionists,”’ are informed that it will be|discourses near Winchester, and had the 
forthcoming as long as we are able to wield a pen,| pleasure of hearing four more confess the 
even should our patronage mot increase, and that our| Savior. Thus the cause of Christianity 
readers comprise every shade of sentiment except those }is moving onward, in despite of the de- 
two classes who maintain that the Bible sanctions|termined opposition manifest in our dis- 


American Slavery—the Infidel Abolitionists and the |trict. 
Pro-Slavery professor of Christianity, $= We will now state, for the satisfaction 
. . Send in your lists as soon as possible for volume} Of the brethren generally; and especi 
ourth, by mail. Address; JOHN BOGGS, Box 943,| of the western district of Ohio, that our 
Cincinnati, Ohio. » jlabors in the gospel ministry the present 


year have been agp and, we trust, pot 
without effect. e Lord, we trust, has 

CHURCH NEWS, been with us, and blessed our feeble efforts 

to publish the word of life. The present . 

Williamsville, Erie Co., N. ¥,, Mareh t,’57. | year’s labors have resulted in some sixty- 


; Brovaz Boeas: We have just closed |three accessions to the cause of our divine 
*® most interesting meeting of eighteen |Savior, and the year is not quite half 


days,.in this place—interesting for several |gone. Prospects much more fa- 


Y@asons. . Ist. Because it was attended vorable at this time, in the bounds of our 
throughout ‘by more than, one ‘hundred | labors, to effect a great and glorious work, 
 gnd fifty Disciples, who were al! much|than at any subsequent period since the 
‘built up-in the truth, and by a large com- {commencement of the present year. 
pany Of Sinners all on their way, unpre- nomas WILEY. 


pared, ‘to Sternity. 2d. It resulted in the 
addition of eighteen of them to the cause; — West Bazetta, 0., April 19, 1857. 

‘of Christ, most of whom arevyoung men} Broruer Bocas: We have just closed 
and women. 3d. The meeting was inter-|a delightful meeting of about two weeks’ 


esting because the public labor, which was. length, in which our beloved Brother 
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Errerr labored arduously in ‘pre- 
senting the claims ofthe gospel. 
His well arranged and appropriate dis- 
courses, were listened to with profound 
attention by all. Although the weather 
was very inclement, and roads bad, fifteen 
rsons, all young, made the good con- 
fession, and were buried with the Lord in 
baptism, and arose, we trust, to walk in 
newness of life; and two were restored, 
who had wandered from the fold of Christ. 
Yours, in the hope of eternal life, 
Atpven Faunce, JR. 


Annvat Megtine at Rocxrorp, 
annual meeting of the Illinois N. E. Codperation, 
embracing the counties of Cook, Dupage, Kane, De 
Kalb, Lake, McHenry, Boone, and Winnebago, will 
commence on Friday before the third Lord’s Day, 
(19) June. Brethren from a distance are invited to 
attend, — M. N. LORD. 


OBITUARY. 


Rockford, Illinois. 


Brorner Booes: Our beloved Sister Mrs. Emity 
Watpo, wife of Elder L. A. Waldo of this place, de- 


‘parted this life‘on Friday May 1, at 5 o’clock, A. M. 


She was a member of the Christian Charch here from 
its first organization, and died as she lived, strong in 
the faith and hopeof the gospel. She has Jeft behind 
her numerous relatives and friends, who mourn their 
loss as one that iv on earth irreparable, but they sor- 
row not as those who have no hope. — ; 
**She is gone to the grave, but twere wrong to deplore her, 
Since Christ was her ransom, her guardian and guide ; 


He gave her, he took her, and soon will restore her, 
Where death hath no power, since the Bavior has died.” — 


G. C. 


Close of the Volume. | 
With this number of the Magazine its 
third volume igcomplete, and the subscrip- 


tion of most of its subscribers Gloses. 
With much labor and sacrifice on our 


— 


aks it has from its commencement been 


coming for thirty-six consecutive 
months. It has usually appeared punc- 
tually at the commencement, and always 
within the current month. Through much 
opposition, both public and private, the 
subscription list steadily increased, 
and we consider it as no longer problem- 


-_atical whether a periodical can be sustained 
among the disciples of Ohrist, that de-| 


nounces the sins of 
peranee in common with every - 
cies of iniquity. We feel satisfied tien 
our past experience, that the great mass 
of the brethren both North and South, . 
look upon the institution of slavery and 
the institution of Christianity as “being, 
entirely antipodal, and that just in, pro- 
portion asthe one increases the other must 
decrease. 

To our many friends and patrons we — 
tender our grateful acknowledgments, for 
their liberality in sustaiming the Magazine. 
Many without any per eentage, have sent 
us large lists of subseribers; others with 
their pens have done much to enrich its 
pages, and render it more attractive to 
our readers. We trust the consciousnéss 
of having aided in a good cause, will be 
to them a lasting reward. To our regular . 
contributors we feel particularly indebted, 
for the interesting series of articles which 
from time to time have appeared over 
|their signatures. - 


Although we differ with many of our 


jeditorial brethren in reference to the pro- 


propriety of agitating the slavery and tem- 
perance questions; the propriety of en- © 
aging in foreign missions, while the 
Soa supply i8 so inadequate to the de- 
mand; in our advocacy of congregational 
independence, and perhaps on other sub- 
jects—we rejoice in the assurance that we 
sustain towards each other none but the 
most friendly and fraternal relations. 
There is ample room for us all to labor 
beneficially in the great moral vineyard, 
and an abundance of means and liberality _ 
among the brotherhood to sustain all our ~ 


_| periodicals. | 


We have heretofore considered the Mag- 


azine as occupying ground not cultivated... 


by our other periodicals, and. therefore 
not a rival to any of them. . While the 
Review, the Record, the Sentinel,» the 


Evangelist, the Advocate, and one or twow, 
other monthlies in the extreme South are 


local organs, they have therefore especial 
claims on the brethren in the States where 
they are located. The Magazine is catholic 
in its character, and asks a place in the 
periodical literature of all who are patrons 
of any of the aforesaid works. — a 
We think every brother might take four 


religious periodicals. First, he could 


4. 
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take Statep » because he wishes afford te‘lose the monthly . visits, of the 
to to obtain the loeal in- 


patromise it Magazine.» No. one. need want for an 
formation’ which he might Peceive| agent... Hnclose,adollar bill in a letter 
from any. other source. he 


could | with your namé, and Post Office, County, 
, take the Aarbimger, as a continmation of] and tate, and write on the envelope, 
what for thirty years has been»the most Box 948, Cincinnati, Qhio,”’ 
ably jedited religious that has 


and “it will be at our risk,’ We think 
‘ever appeared: in the.O an world. It 


should en ose who .disagree | receivi e Magazine in single-wrappers, 
with Brother Campbell on the expediency a 


might, with a little exertion, send. us.five 
of ‘‘slavery agitation,” for the same rea-| names and five dollars, and thereby 
son that the New York Zribune is taken 


ceive their own copy gratis. . 
in the South—that*they may be fully} We ex a very large accession ae , 
posted. Third, He could take the CAris-|our list of subscribers for the fourth vol- 
tian Age, as the , only weekly periodical 


ume, and therefore wish to hear from our * © 
published among us-as a people. Wel friends at as early a date as possible, 
need..one weekly, as a medium of|that we may know how large an 
mmunhication throughont the brother-jto strike off, and be able*to suppl 
‘hood... There is a great deal of important]who may subscribe fe: vo 
«patter that should be before every-Chris- with back numbers. 
tian family, that is not adapted to a 
monthly periodical. Last, but not least, 
every family should read and sustain the 
North- Western Christian , as be- 
‘ ing an_ independent, catholic (not Roman) 
. Magazine, advocating all that the Bible 
teaches relative to man’s duty to himself, 
is-fellow man, and his God, and oppos- 
ing everything which is contrary to the 
spirit of the gospel, without stopping to 
enquire as to the probable popularity of 
such a course. whole , ua would 
cost but six dollars, and if you add to it 
a dollar for the 7ribune, or some other 
ood secular paper, a dollar for some 
tate political paper, a dollar for the La-: 
dies’ Christian Annual, for the especial 
benefit of the female portion of the family, 
and another dollar periodical as taste or 
interest may dictate, and you have an as- 
sortment, of periodical literature,for ten 
dollars a year, that will greatly promote 
intelligence, morality, and happiness 
How many of our 
o think they cannot afford to sup- 
phy their families with one-half as many 
lodicals as we have named, spend an- 
for that which is worse than 
naught, more than ten dollars! Ohew- 


Prospectus for Volume Fourth 
NORTH-WESTERN CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 
JOHN BOGGS, Bprror axp 

CINCINNATI, OHIO. . 

It will continue to advocate 
Curistianity, Education, Universal Lib- 
erty, Temperance, Oongregational Inde- 
pendence, and Christian Union. 

The regular contributions of able wri- 
ters,will be forthcoming. Judicions 
lectionsifrom our numerons exchange list. 
will be made, and such editorials as we 
deem beneficial to the great/subjects indi- 
cated will be written. Chureh Mews, 
Obituaries, Notices of New Books and 
Periodicals, and an Editor’s Table, a 
Sjalso a appear in each No, 

Price to single subscribers, 81.00 per _ 
anhum in advance. ‘To clubs, six copies 
for $5.00, thirteen copies for $10.00; 
clubs of twenty or upwards at 75 cents 
per) copy, and one copy gratis to getter 


hy 


 ingibup'in tobacco! Barning it up in 


cigars! Drinking it up in unwholesome 

beverages | Squandering itin gewgaws! 

We trust none of.our old snbsoribers 

will forsake.us we cannot afford to lose 

their patronage, and we hope they cannot 


up of club. J” All subscriptions must 
hereafter commence with the July No. 
All money at our risk, if properly mailed 


land addressed to Boaas, Box 943, 
1Cincinnati, Ohio.” sath 
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